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Department of Homeland Security OMB No. 1615-0067; Expires 09/30/2022

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services i =

S, Deoartment of Juct I-589, Application for Asylum
. Uepa ent of Justce i .

Executive Office for Immigration Review and for Withholding of Removal

START HERE - Type or print in black ink. See the instructions for information about eligibility and how to complete and file this
application. There is no filing fee for this application.

NOTE: [X] Check this box if you also want to apply for withholding of removal under the Convention Against Torture.

Part AI. Information About You ,.\y
1. Alien Registration Number(s) (A-Number) (if any) | 2. U.S. Social Security Number (if any) |3. USCIS Online Account Number (if any)

NONE NONE NONE

4. Complete Last Name 5. First Name 6. Middle Name

I IS NONE

7. What other names have you used (include maiden name and aliases)?

NONE

8. Residence in the U.S. (where you physically reside)

Street Number and Name Apt, Nyfiiber
City State Zip Code Telephone Number

BROOKLYN Ny 11235 I

|i Mailing Address in the U.S. (if different than the address in Item Number §)

In Care Of (if applicable): Telephone Number
( )

Street Number and Name Apt. Number

City State Zip Code
10. Gender: Male [ | Female |11. Marital Statd: .| Single Married [] Divorced [[] Widowed
12. Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy) 13. City and(Country of Birth
14. Present Nationality (Citizenship) 15. Nationality at Birth 16. Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group |17. Religion
BELARUS BELARUSIAN WHITE ORTHODOX

18. Check the box, a through c, that appliess_a> [X]| Ihave never been in Immigration Court proceedings.

b. [ ] Iam now in Immigration Cout proceedings. ¢. [] Iam notnow in Immigration Court proceedings, but I have been in the past.

19. Complete 19 a through c.
a. When did you last ledve your'country? (mmm/dd/yyyy) 02/16/2019  b. What is your current 1-94 Number. if any? | NNENENRNEIzINGN

c. List each entry into the ¥.S. beginning with your most recent entry. List date (mm/dd/yyyy), place, and your status for each entry.
(Attach additional sheets as needed.)

Date 02/16/2019 Place JFK AIRPORT NY Status B2 Date Status Expires 08/15/2019

Date - 2018 Place JFK AIRPORT NY Status B2

Datg Place Status
20, What country issued your last passport or travel 7 I 22. Expiration Date

™\ ument? 21. Passport Number (mm/ddhyyy)
BELARUS Travel Document Number NONE 10/l 2027
23. What is your native language (include dialect, if applicable)? | 24. Are you fluent in English?| 25. What other languages do you speak fluently?
BELARUSIAN [] Yes No RUSSIAN
For EOIR use only. For Action: Decision:
USCIS Interview Date: Approval Date:
use only.  Asylum Officer ID No.: Denial Date:
Referral Date:

Form I-589 (Rev. 09/10/19) N



Part A.1l. Information About Your Spouse and Children

Your spouse |:| I am not married. (Skip to Your Children below.)
1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number) |2. Passport/ID Card Number 3. Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy) [4. U.S. Social Security Number
(if any) (if any) (if any)
NONE ] 09/4l1 /1996 NONE
5. Complete Last Name 6. First Name 7. Middle Name 8. Other names used (include
maiden name and aliases)
I I NONE

.

9. Date of Marriage (mm/dd/yyyy)
0_7./2016

10. Place of Marriage
GRODNO BELARUS

11. City and Country of Birth
GRODNO BELARUS

12. Nationality (Citizenship)
BELARUS

WHITE

13. Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group

14. Gender

[] Male Female

15. Is this person in the U.S.?

Yes (Complete Blocks 16 to 24.) |:| No (Specify location):

16. Place of last entry into the U.S.

JFK AIRPORT NY

17. Date of last entry into the
U.S. (mm/dd/yyyy)

0 /2019

18. 1-94 Number (if any)

29, Status when last admitted
(Visa type, if any)

B2

20. What is your spouse's
current status?

B2 EXPIRED

21. What Is the expiration date of his/her
authorized stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)

08/./2019

22. Is your spouse in Immigeation
Court proceedings?

[] Yes No

23. If previously in the U.S., date of
previous arrival (mm/dd/yyyy)

05/./2018

[ ]No

24. 1f in the U.S., is your spouse to be included in this application? (Check the appropriate hox.)
Yes (Attach one photograph of your spouse in the upper right corner of Page 9,0n the extra copy of the application submitted for this person.)

Your Children. List all of your children, regardless of age, location, or maritakstatus.

I do not have any children. (Skip to Part. A.Ill., Information about your background.)

[ ] 1'have children.

Total number of children:

(NOTE: Use Form 1-589 Supplement A or attach additional sheets of paper and documentation if you have more than four children.)

1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number)

(if any)

2. Passport/[DvCard Number
(if any)

Divorced, Widowed)

3. Marital Status (Married, Single,

4. U.S. Social Security Number
(if any)

5. Complete Last Name

6.4First Name

7. Middle Name

8. Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)

9. City and Country of Birth

10. Nationality (Citizenship)

11. Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group

12. Gender

[] Male [ ] Female

13. Is this child in the U,S§2

[ Yes (Complete Blocks 14to 21.) [ ]

No (Specify location):

14. Place of last entry into,the U.S.

15. Date of last entry into the
U.S. (mm/dd/yyyy)

16. 1-94 Number (If any)

17. Status when last admitted
(Visa type, if any)

18. What is your child's current status?

19. What is the expiration date of his/her
authorized stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)

[] Yes

20. Is your child in Immigration Court proceedings?

[] No

21.If in the U.S., is this child to be included in this application? (Check the appropriate box.)

|:| Yes (Attach one photograph of your child in the upper right corner of Page 9 on the extra copy of the application submitted for this person.)

[ ]No

Form 1-589 (Rev. 09/10/19) N Page 2



Part A.1l. Information About Your Spouse and Children (Continued)

1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number) [2. Passport/ID Card Number |3. Marital Status (Married, Single, [4. U.S. Social Security Number
(if any) (if any) Divorced, Widowed) (if any)

5. Complete Last Name 6. First Name 7. Middle Name 8. Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)

9. City and Country of Birth 10. Nationality (Citizenship) 11. Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group 12. Gender

[] Male [ ] Female

13. Isthis child inthe U.S.? [ ] Yes (Complete Blocks 14 to 21.) [ ] No (Specify location):

14. Place of last entry into the U.S. 15. Date of last entry into the  |16. 1-94 Number (If any) 17. Status when last.admitted
U.S. (mm/dd/yyyy) (Visa type, if any)
18. What is your child's current status? 19. What is the expiration date of hisfher | 20. Is your child in Immigration Court proceedings?
authorized stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)
[] Yes [] .No

21. If in the U.S., is this child to be included in this application? (Check the appropriate box.)
|:| Yes (Attach one photograph of your spouse in the upper right corner of Page 9 on the extra copy of the application submitted for this person.)

[ ]No
1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number) [2. Passport/ID Card Number |3. Marital Status (Married,'Single, (4. U.S. Social Security Number
(if any) (if any) Divorced, Widowed) (if any)
5. Complete Last Name 6. First Name 7. Middle Name 8. Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)
9. City and Country of Birth 10. Nationality (Citizenship) 11. Race,\Ethnic, or Tribal Group 12. Gender

[] Male [ ] Female

13. Isthis child inthe U.S.? [ Yes (Complete Blocks 14 to 21.) [ ] Noy(Specify location):

14. Pl f last entry into the U.S. 15. Date of last entry into the, 116. 1-94 Number (If 17. Status when last admitted
ace of last entry into the U's. (mmiddiyyiy) umber (If any) (Visa type. if any)
18. What is your child's current status? 19. What is,the expiration date of his/her |20, Is your child in Immigration Court proceedings?

authqrized‘stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)

[] Yes [] No

21. If in the U.S., is this child to be included in this application? (Check the appropriate box.)
|:| Yes (Attach one photograph of your spouse in the upper right corner of Page 9 on the extra copy of the application submitted for this person.)

[ ]No
1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number)®{ 2. Passport/ID Card Number |3. Marital Status (Married, Single, [4. U.S. Social Security Number
(if any) (if any) Divorced, Widowed) (if any)
5. Complete Last Name 6. First Name 7. Middle Name 8. Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)
9. City and Country of Bifth 10. Nationality (Citizenship) 11. Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group 12. Gender

[] Male [ ] Female

13. Isthis(child inthe U.S.? [] Yes (Complete Blocks 14 to 21.)  [_] No (Specify location):

14. Place of last entry into the U.S. 15. Date of last entry into the  |16. 1-94 Number (If any) 17. Status when last admitted
U.S. (mm/dd/yyyy) (Visa type, if any)
18. What is your child's current status? 19. What is the expiration date of hisfher [ 20. Is your child in Immigration Court proceedings?

authorized stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)

[] Yes [] No

21. If in the U.S., is this child to be included in this application? (Check the appropriate box.)
|:| Yes (Attach one photograph of your spouse in the upper right corner of Page 9 on the extra copy of the application submitted for this person.)

[ ]No

Form 1-589 (Rev. 09/10/19) N Page 3



Part A.111l. Information About Your Background

1. List your last address where you lived before coming to the United States. If this is not the country where you fear persecution, also list the last
address in the country where you fear persecution. (List Address, City/Town, Department, Province, or State and Country.)
(NOTE: Use Form 1-589 Supplement B, or additional sheets of paper, if necessary.)

Number and Street . . Dates
(Provide if available) City/Town Department, Province, or State Country From (Mo/Yr) To (MoA)
I - GRODNENSKAYA BELARUS 07/92 02/19
2. Provide the following information about your residences during the past 5 years. List your present address first.
(NOTE: Use Form 1-589 Supplement B, or additional sheets of paper, if necessary.)
. . Dates
Number and Street City/Town Department, Province, or State Country Fram\ KON T)  To (Mo/Yr)
] BROOKLYN NY USA l/19 TODAY
I - GRODNENSKAYA BELARUS 07/92 02/19
3. Provide the following information about your education, beginning with the most recent sehool that you attended.
(NOTE: Use Form 1-589 Supplement B, or additional sheets of paper, if necessaryg)
. Attended
Name of School Type of School Location (Address) From (Mo/Yr)  To (Mo/Yr)
S'I'Ai- COLLEGE COLLEGE GRODNO BELARUS 09/08 06/11
SCHOOL l SCHOOL SKIDEL BELARUS 09/98 06/08
4. Provide the following information about your employment during the past 5 years. List your present employment first.
(NOTE: Use Form 1-589 Supplement B, or additional sheets of paper, if necessary.)
. Dates
Name and Address of Employer Your Occupation From (Mo/Yr)  To (Mo/Yr)
_ SERVICES, - BELARUS LOCKSMITH 01/14 05/18
_SERVICES , - BELARUS DRIVER 02/13 01/14

5. Provide the following information about your parents and siblings (brothers and sisters). Check the box if the person is deceased.
(NOTE: Use Farm1-589 Supplement B, or additional sheets of paper, if necessary.)

Full Name City/Town and Country of Birth Current Location
Mother KIEV UKRAINE [ ] Deceased SKIDEL BELARUS
Father, NN GRODNO BELARUS [ ] Deceased SKIDEL BELARUS
sibling ‘I SKIDEL BELARUS [ ] Deceased SKIDEL BELARUS
Sibling NONE NONE [ ] Deceased NONE
Sibling NONE NONE [ ] Deceased NONE
Sibling NONE NONE [ ] Deceased NONE

Form 1-589 (Rev. 09/10/19) N Page 4




Part B. Information About Your Application

(NOTE: Use Form 1-589 Supplement B, or attach additional sheets of paper as needed to complete your responses to the questions contained in
PartB.)

When answering the following questions about your asylum or other protection claim (withholding of removal under 241(b)(3) of the INA or
withholding of removal under the Convention Against Torture), you must provide a detailed and specific account of the basis of your claim to asylum
or other protection. To the best of your ability, provide specific dates, places, and descriptions about each event or action described. You must attach
documents evidencing the general conditions in the country from which you are seeking asylum or other protection and the specific facts on which
you are relying to support your claim. If this documentation is unavailable or you are not providing this documentation with your application, explain
why in your responses to the following questions.

Refer to Instructions, Part 1: Filing Instructions, Section Il, "Basis of Eligibility," Parts A - D, Section V, "Completing the Form," Part\B, and Section
VII, "Additional Evidence That You Should Submit," for more information on completing this section of the form.

1. Why are you applying for asylum or withholding of removal under section 241(b)(3) of the INA, or for withholding of remeyalunder the
Convention Against Torture? Check the appropriate box(es) below and then provide detailed answers to questions A and B,below.

I am seeking asylum or withholding of removal based on:

[ ] Race Political opinion
[ ] Religion [ ] Membership in a particular social group
[ ] Nationality Torture Convention

A. Have you, your family, or close friends or colleagues ever experienced harm or mistreatment'ar threats in the past by anyone?

[] No Yes

If "Yes," explain in detail:

1. What happened;

2. When the harm or mistreatment or threats occurred;

3. Who caused the harm or mistreatment or threats; and

4. Why you believe the harm or mistreatment or threats occurred.

YES 1 HAVE EXPERIENCED HARM AND MISTREATMENT IN_ BECAUSE OF MY
POLITICAL OPINION AND ACTIVITIES. 1 HAVE BEEN H . PLEASE SEE MY

STATEMENT FOR MORE DETAILS.

B. Do you fear harm or mistreatment.if you return to your home country?

[]No Yes

If "Yes," explain in‘detail:

1. What harm or mistreatment you fear;

2. Who you believe would harm or mistreat you; and

3. Why yeu believe you would or could be harmed or mistreated.

YES @ FEAR HARM AND MISTREATMENT IF I RETURN TO BELARUS BECAUS_- PLEASE
SEE” MY“STATEMENT FOR MORE DETAILS.

Form 1-589 (Rev. 09/10/19) N Page 5



Part B. Information About Your Application (Continued)

2. Have you or your family members ever been accused, charged, arrested, detained, interrogated, convicted and sentenced, or imprisoned in any
country other than the United States (including for an immigration law violation)?

[]No Yes

If "Yes," explain the circumstances and reasons for the action.

YES 1 HAVE D, INTERROGATED AND BEATEN UP BY - AND OTHER LAW
ENFORCEMEN MY STATEMENT FOR MORE DETAILS.

3.A. Have you or your family members ever belonged to or been associated with any organizations or groups in yeur:home country, such as, but not
limited to, a political party, student group, labor union, religious organization, military or paramilitary, grgup; civil patrol, guerrilla organization,
ethnic group, human rights group, or the press or media?

No [] Yes

If "Yes," describe for each person the level of participation, any leadership or other positionsrheld, and the length of time you or your family
members were involved in each organization or activity.

3.B. Do you or your family members continue to participate in ahy way in these organizations or groups?

No [] Yes

If "Yes," describe for each person your or your family members' current level of participation, any leadership or other positions currently held,
and the length of time you or your family members have been involved in each organization or group.

4.  Are you afraid of-being subjected to torture in your home country or any other country to which you may be returned?

[ ] No Yes

If. "tYes)" explain why you are afraid and describe the nature of torture you fear, by whom, and why it would be inflicted.

FORTUNATELY, |_, BUT 1 KNOW_ HOW WIDELY TORTURE IS USED
BY. LAW ENFORCE AFRAID THAT I RETURN, I MAY BECOME A

VICTIM.

Form 1-589 (Rev. 09/10/19) N Page 6



Part C. Additional Information About Your Application

(NOTE: Use Form 1-589 Supplement B, or attach additional sheets of paper as needed to complete your responses to the questions contained in
PartC.)

1. Have you, your spouse, your child(ren), your parents or your siblings ever applied to the U.S. Government for refugee status, asylum, or
withholding of removal?

No [] Yes

If "Yes," explain the decision and what happened to any status you, your spouse, your child(ren), your parents, or your siblings received as a
result of that decision. Indicate whether or not you were included in a parent or spouse's application. If so, include your parent or spouse’s
A-number in your response. If you have been denied asylum by an immigration judge or the Board of Immigration Appeals, descfibe any
change(s) in conditions in your country or your own personal circumstances since the date of the denial that may affect your eligibility for
asylum.

2.A. After leaving the country from which you are claiming asylum, did you or your spousg or child(ren) who are now in the United States travel
through or reside in any other country before entering the United States?

[ ]No Yes

2.B. Have you, your spouse, your child(ren), or other family members, such as your parents or siblings, ever applied for or received any lawful status
in any country other than the one from which you are now claiming asylom?

No [[]Yes

If "Yes" to either or both questions (2A and/or 2B), providesforeach person the following: the name of each country and the length of stay, the
person's status while there, the reasons for leaving, whethermor not the person is entitled to return for lawful residence purposes, and whether the
person applied for refugee status or for asylum while therejand if not, why he or she did not do so.

YES, 1 TRAVELLED TO USA _ BECAUSE THERE _ FROM TO USA.

3. Have you, your speuse'or your child(ren) ever ordered, incited, assisted or otherwise participated in causing harm or suffering to any person
because of his(orher race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or belief in a particular political opinion?

No [[]Yes

If "2¥es,"describe in detail each such incident and your own, your spouse's, or your child(ren)'s involvement.

Form 1-589 (Rev. 09/10/19) N Page 7



Part C. Additional Information About Your Application (Continued)

4.  After you left the country where you were harmed or fear harm, did you return to that country?
No [] Yes

If "Yes," describe in detail the circumstances of your visit(s) (for example, the date(s) of the trip(s), the purpose(s) of the trip(s), and the length
of time you remained in that country for the visit(s).)

5. Areyou filing this application more than 1 year after your last arrival in the United States?
No [] Yes

If "Yes," explain why you did not file within the first year after you arrived. You must be-prepared to explain at your interview or hearing why

you did not file your asylum application within the first year after you arrived. For guidance in answering this question, see Instructions, Part 1:
Filing Instructions, Section V. "Completing the Form," Part C.

Have you or any member of your familytincluded in the application ever committed any crime and/or been arrested, charged, convicted, or
sentenced for any crimes in the United\States (including for an immigration law violation)?

No [ ] Xes

If "Yes," for each instance, Specify in your response: what occurred and the circumstances, dates, length of sentence received, location, the
duration of the detentionvor imprisonment, reason(s) for the detention or conviction, any formal charges that were lodged against you or your

relatives included,inyour application, and the reason(s) for release. Attach documents referring to these incidents, if they are available, or an
explanation ofwhy'documents are not available.

Form 1-589 (Rev. 09/10/19) N Page 8



Part D. Your Signature

| certify, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America, that this application and the
evidence submitted with it are all true and correct. Title 18, United States Code, Section 1546(a), provides in part:
Whoever knowingly makes under oath, or as permitted under penalty of perjury under Section 1746 of Title 28, | Staple your photograph here or
United States Code, knowingly subscribes as true, any false statement with respect to a material fact in any | the photograph of the family
application, affidavit, or other document required by the immigration laws or regulations prescribed thereunder, or | member to be included on the
knowingly presents any such application, affidavit, or other document containing any such false statement or | extra copy of the application
which fails to contain any reasonable basis in law or fact - shall be fined in accordance with this title or submitted for that person.
imprisoned for up to 25 years. | authorize the release of any information from my immigration record that U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) needs to determine eligibility for the benefit | am seeking.

WARNING: Applicants who are in the United States unlawfully are subject to removal if their asylum or withholding claims are not
granted by an asylum officer or an immigration judge. Any information provided in completing this application may he used as a basis for
the institution of, or as evidence in, removal proceedings even if the application is later withdrawn. Applicants determined,to have
knowingly made a frivolous application for asylum will be permanently ineligible for any benefits under the Immigration and Nationality
Act. You may not avoid a frivolous finding simply because someone advised you to provide false information invyour asylum application. If
filing with USCIS, unexcused failure to appear for an appointment to provide biometrics (such as fingerprints)-and your biographical
information within the time allowed may result in an asylum officer dismissing your asylum application ex,referring it to an immigration
judge. Failure without good cause to provide DHS with biometrics or other biographical information whilelin removal proceedings may
result in your application being found abandoned by the immigration judge. See sections 208(d)(5)(A) and 208(d)(6) of the INA and 8 CFR
sections 208.10, 1208.10, 208.20, 1003.47(d) and 1208.20.

Print your complete name. Write your name in your native alphabet.

Did your spouse, parent, or child(ren) assist you in completing this application? No |:| Yes (If "Yes," list the name and relationship.)

(Name) (Relationship) (Name) (Relationship)
Did someone other than your spouse, parent, or child(ren) prepare this‘application? No |:| Yes (If "Yes,"complete Part E.)
Asylum applicants may be represented by counsel. Have you been provided with a list of No |:| Yes

persons who may be available to assist you, at little or no cost, with your asylum claim?

Signature of Applicant (The person in Part. A.l.)

= [

Sign your name so it all appears within the brackets Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

Part E. Declaration of Pwn\’reparing Form, if Other Than Applicant, Spouse, Parent, or Child

I declare that | have prepared this application at the request of the person named in Part D, that the responses provided are based on all information of
which | have knowledge, onwhich.was provided to me by the applicant, and that the completed application was read to the applicant in his or her
native language or a language*he or she understands for verification before he or she signed the application in my presence. | am aware that the
knowing placement ofifalse,information on the Form 1-589 may also subject me to civil penalties under 8 U.S.C. 1324c and/or criminal penalties
under 18 U.S.C. 1546(a):

Signature of Preparer Print Complete Name of Preparer

Daytime,Telephone Number Address of Preparer: Street Number and Name

( )

Apt. Number City State Zip Code

Select this box if Attorney State Bar Number (if | Attorney or Accredited Representative
To be completed by an oq . . .
attorney or accredited Form G-28 is applicable) USCIS Online Account Number (if any)
L attached.

representative (if any).

Form 1-589 (Rev. 09/10/19) N Page 9



Part F. To Be Completed at Asylum Interview, if Applicable

NOTE: You will be asked to complete this part when you appear for examination before an asylum officer of the Department of Homeland Security,
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).

I swear (affirm) that | know the contents of this application that | am signing, including the attached documents and supplements, that they are

[ ] all true or [_] not all true to the best of my knowledge and that correction(s) numbered 1o were made by me or at my request.
Furthermore, | am aware that if | am determined to have knowingly made a frivolous application for asylum | will be permanently ineligible for any.
benefits under the Immigration and Nationality Act, and that I may not avoid a frivolous finding simply because someone advised me to provide
false information in my asylum application.

Signed and sworn to before me by the above named applicant on;

Signature of Applicant Date (mm/dd/yyyy)
Write Your Name in Your Native Alphabet Signature of Asylum Officer,
Part G. To Be Completed at Removal Hearing, if Applicable ‘(\)

NOTE: You will be asked to complete this Part when you appear before an immigration judge of=the U.S:Department of Justice, Executive Office
for Immigration Review (EOIR), for a hearing.

I swear (affirm) that | know the contents of this application that | am signing, including the attached documents and supplements, that they are

[] all true or [] notall true to the best of my knowledge and that correction(s) numb€reds,  to were made by me or at my request.
Furthermore, | am aware that if | am determined to have knowingly made a frivolous,application for asylum | will be permanently ineligible for any
benefits under the Immigration and Nationality Act, and that I may not avoid a frivelous finding simply because someone advised me to provide
false information in my asylum application.

Signed and sworn to before me by the above named applicant on:

Signature of Applicant Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

Write Your Name in Your Native Alphabet Signature of Immigration Judge

Form 1-589 (Rev. 09/10/19) N Page 10



Supplement A, Form 1-589

A-Number (If available)
NONE

Date

Applicant's Name

Applicant's Signature

List All of Your Children, Regardless of Age or Marital Status

(NOTE: Use this form and attach additional pages and documentation as needed, if you have more than four children)

Nt

%

P

1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number)
(if any)

2. Passport/ID Card Number
(if any)

3. Marital Status (Married, Single,
Divorced, Widowed)

4. U.S. Sacial. Security Number
(if any)

5. Complete Last Name

6. First Name

7. Middle Name

8. Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)

9. City and Country of Birth

10. Nationality (Citizenship)

11. Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group

12. Gender

[] Male [ ] Female

13. Isthis child inthe U.S.? [T] Yes (Complete Blocks 14 to 21.) [ ]

No (Specify location).

14. Place of last entry into the U.S.

15. Date of last entry into the
U.S. (mm/dd/yyyy)

16. 1-94 Number=(if‘any)

17. Status when last admitted
(Visa type, if any)

18. What is your child's current status?

19. What is the expiration date of his/her
authorized stay, if any? (mni/ddlyyyy)

[] Yes

20. Is your child in Immigration Court proceedings?

[] No

21. If in the U.S., is this child to be included in this application? (Check theappropriate box.)

|:| Yes (Attach one photograph of your child in the upper right corner of Page 9 on the extra copy of the application submitted for this person.)

[ ]No

1. Alien Registration Number (A-Number)
(if any)

2. Passport/ID.Card Number
(if any)

3. Marital Status (Married, Single,
Divorced, Widowed)

4. U.S. Social Security Number
(if any)

5. Complete Last Name

6. First Name

7. Middle Name

8. Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)

9. City and Country of Birth

10. Nationality (Citizenship)

11. Race, Ethnic, or Tribal Group

12. Gender

[] Male [ ] Female

13. Isthis child inthe U.S.? [ _]\Yes{(Complete Blocks 14 to 21.) [ ]

No (Specify location):

14. Place of last entry intoitheU'S.

15. Date of last entry into the
U.S. (mm/ddlyyyy)

16. 1-94 Number (If any)

17. Status when last admitted
(Visa type, if any)

18. What is your child's Current status?

19. What is the expiration date of his/her
authorized stay, if any? (mm/dd/yyyy)

[] Yes

20. Is your child in Immigration Court proceedings?

[] No

21. If insthe\d.S., is this child to be included in this application? (Check the appropriate box.)

|:| Yes/(Attach one photograph of your child in the upper right corner of Page 9 on the extra copy of the application submitted for this person.)

[ ] No

Form 1-589 Supplement A (Rev. 09/10/19) N



Supplement B, Form 1-589

Additional Information About Your Claim to Asylum

A-Number (if available) Date

NONE

Applicant's Name Applicant's Signature
L

NOTE: Use this as a continuation page for any additional information requested. Copy and complete as needed.

Part

Question

Form 1-589 Supplement B (Rev. 09/10/19) N



For:

Most Recent 1-94

Admission (1-94) Record Number : I
Most Recent Date of Entry: 2019 [[Ji] 16
Class of Admission : B2

Admit Until Date : 08./2019

Details provided on the 1-94 Information form:

Last/Surname : I
First (Given) Name : [N
Birth Date : ]

Passport Number : _

Country of Issuance : Belarus

| Get\Jravel History

- Effective April 26, 2013, DHS began automating the admission process. An alien lawfully admitted or paroled into the
U.S. is no longer required to be in possession‘of a preprinted Form 1-94. A record of admission printed from the CBP
website constitutes a lawful record of admission. See 8 CFR § 1.4(d).

p If an employer, local, state or federal agency requests admission information, present your admission (I-94) number
along with any additional required documents requested by that employer or agency.

P Note: For security reasons; we recommend that you close your browser after you have finished retrieving your 1-94
number.

OMB No. 1651-0111
Expiration Date: 11/30/2019

For inquiries or questions regarding your 1-94, please click here

Accessibility | Privacy Policy




ror: I

.S, Customs and Border Protection

Most Recent 1-94

Admission (1-94) Record Number :
I

Most Recent Date of Entry: 2019

Class of Admission : B2

Admit Until Date : 08../2019

Details provided on the 1-94
Information form:

Last/Surname :

First (Given) Name :
Birth Date : 1996

Passport Number :

Country of Issuance /% _Belarus

Get Jsave| History l

p Effective April 26, 2013, DHS began automating the
admission process. An alien lawfully admitted or paroled
into the U.S.4is no longer required to be in possession of a
preprinted Form 1-94. A record of admission printed from
the CBP website constitutes a lawful record of admission.
See 8 CFR § 1.4(d).

b If'an"employer, local, state or federal agency requests
admission information, present your admission (1-94)
number along with any additional required documents
requested by that employer or agency.

P Note: For security reasons, we recommend that you
close your browser after you have finished retrieving your
1-94 number.

OMB No. 1651-0111
Expiration Date: 12/31/2019

For inquiries or questions regarding your [-94, please

click here

Accessibility | Privacy Policy

For
Your
Info

Effective
April 26,
2013, DHS
began
automating
the
admission
process.

An alien
lawfully
admitted
or paroled
into the
U.S.is no
longer
required to
be in
possession
of a
preprinted
Form [-94.

A record of
admission
printed
from the
CBP
website
constitutes
a lawful
record of
admission.
See 8CFR §
1.4(d).

What to
do if
someone
requests



POCNVEJIIKA BEJIAPYCH /| PECITYBIIMKA bEJIAPYCh
REPUBLIC OF BELARUS
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RRIAGE CERTIFICATE

Stamp: Grodninskiy ROVD (Regional Department of Internal Affairs) Citizen
PASSPORT ISSUED
/illegible/

09-2016 name and patronymic

Place of birth: Republic of Belarus, ' Grodnenskaya oblast, Grodnenskiy region,

And citizen

fame and patronymic)

Born on
Place of birth»Republic of Belarus, Grodnenskaya oblast, Grodnenskiy region,

Entered.into marriage 16.2016
(in words and in numbers year, month, date)
The sixteenth of July two thousand sixteen

In whiteness whereof the entry of birth was made in the civil registry book on

-16I 2016, under the number 12

After the marriage the following surnames were assigned:

To husband:

To wife

Place of registration Obukhovskiy village executive committee of the
Grodnenskiy region

Date of issue:_16 -2016
Head of bureau of Civil Registry Office Signature

Official seal of issuing authority

I, _ HEREBY CERTIFY¥ THAT THE ABOVE IS AN EXACT AND ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO ME IN THE
RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND THAT | AM COMPETENT IN BOTH ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN LANGUAGES TO RENDER SUCH TRANSLATION.



-. L.p. ¥ MOsI CyTIpyTa, _ oOpariaeMcs K BaM ¢ Ipocb00ii ITpejocTaBiIeHNs HaM
noJauTHYecKoro yoexxuia Ha repputopun Coenunennsix IlItatoB Amepuku. Ceituac 310 Hamr

eI[I/IHCTBCHHHﬁ [1aHC Ha4aTb CTPOUTH XKU3Hb, CBO60,I[HYIO OT JaBJICHHUA CO CTOPOHBI BJIACTEH.

Tekymas cutyarus TakoBa, 4To 51 M MOsI ’KE€Ha ObUIN BBIHYKAEHBI IOKUHYTh TEPPUTOPHUIO
poaHoii crpanbl — PecriyOnuku benapych — U3-3a MOMIUTHYECKA MOTUBHPOBAHHOTO
Ipecie0BaHusl OpraHaMM roCy1lapCTBEHHOM 0e30macHOCTU. B cBsI3M ¢ 3TUM ecTh Bce
OCHOBAHU I10JIaraTh, YTO BO3BPAILCHNUE B benapych MOXKET IIPEACTABIATH YIPO3y HalIeh
JMYHON 6€30MaCHOCTH BIIJIOTh JIO apecTa U JIMILEHUS CBOOOIBI 111 MEHS U MOEH JKEHBI.

HpI/ILII/IHa MMpeCICAOBaHNA — MOs OIIITO3MIIUOHHAA JCATCIbHOCTD U aKTUBHAA I'PaAXKIaAHCKAsE
nmo3unus, KoTopas yK€ CTaHOBUWJIACH IMTOBOAOM IJII HCOAHOKPATHOT'O 3a/ICPKaHU.

Huxe 51 npuBoXy nepedeHb (PakTOB U XPOHOJIOTHIO MTPECIeI0BAaHNS MEHS M-MOE CEMbU
opranamu Biactu Pecybnuku benapyce.

g R—

[IpucyTcTBOBA Ha EYaJILHO U3BECTHOM <_» (1ecTBUM MPOTECTA POTHB
npuHsTOro IIpaBUTENHCTBOM I€KpETa O HaJOT000I0KEHHM HEPAOOTAIOIINX, B T.4. BHIHYKICHHO,

rpaxkJaH pecyOarK). MapipyT akiuy IpoXoauiL, o yi1. JIeHuHa, HermoaneKky oT cKBepa
Kunubepa, B mporiecce KOTOPOTo MPOUCXOAMIOO0IIeHUE) (110 (aKTy KaK TAKOBOTO €ro He
OBUI0) IPOTECTYIONIUX C 3aMECTUTEIIEM MPEICTaBUTENs ropucnoakoma 3oeit KynemoBoii Ha 3Ty
TEMY.

25 _, Munck. N30ueHMe U 3a/iepKaHue HA <_».

HecankunonupoBaHHas akL#isi IPOTECTA MPOXOAMIIA BO3JI€ CTAHIIMA METPO <_».
CBbl11I€ THICSIUY YeNIOBEK (Cpear HUX HAXOAUJICS U s1) OBLIO 3aJiep:KaH0 MUJTUIHEH ¢
MIPUMEHEHHEM >KEeCTKUX/CUIIOBBIX Mep, Oosiee COTHH 00paTHIINCh 32 MEAUIIMHCKOM MTOMOIIIBIO
MocJie pa3roHa géMoHcTpaHToB otpsinamu OMOH.

B npoueéeczanepxanus s MOMy4YnsI HECKOJIBKO CUIIBHBIX YIapOB TyOMHKOW MO TeIy U HOram,
rmocJie 4ere ObLT MoMeIIeH B aBTo3ak. [1o3ke, B cocTaBe IpyMITbl TAKXKe 3a/1eP>KaHHbBIX
OTTIO3UHMOHEPOB, 51 ObuT focTaBieH B PYB/I IlepBomatickoro paiioHa T.

Mnucka (_, 10), o yem umeroTcs:

MIPOTOKOJ 00 aAMMHUCTPATUBHOM MPAaBOHAPYILICHUU
MIOCTAHOBIICHHE CyZia O BO30YX/IEHUH Jiesia 00 aIMUHUCTPATUBHOM IPaBOHAPYILIEHUH, TIO
UTOTaM KOTOPOTO Ha MeHsI ObLIT HAJIOXKEH aJIMUHUCTPAaTUBHBIN apecT. Kpome Toro, cyn

00513211 MEHsI BBITUIATUTH 1Tpad B pazmepe 30 MUHUMAIBHBIX pa3MEpOB OIUIATHI TPYAA.

ITocne Oonee yem CYTOK, IPOBCACHHBIX B YKA3aHHOM OTACJICHUN MUJINIIUHA, S 06paTI/IJICSI 3a

MEIUITMHCKON KOHCYJbTAIIMEH B OOJBHUILY CKOPOU MTOMOIIIH _).

Bpau 3aduxcupoBan modou: ymuodbsl rpyaHOIN KJIETKHU CIIpaBa U MITKUX



TKaHEH MOSICHUYHOM 00siacTH, yIMOICHHYIO paHy IPaBOM STOIWYHON 00JIacTh 1
ymub MATKUX TKaHe! IepeiHeil MOBEpXHOCTH MPaBoro oenpa.

Konun YKa3aHHbIX TOKYMCHTOB IIpuWjIararo.

1. IIpoToKoJIBI ¥ TOCTAaHOBIEHHUE O IpaBOHapyleHnu — cMm. [Ipuinoxkenue 1.
2. MeaunuHckas crpaBka — cM. [Ipumnoxkenune 2.

Mutuaru B MuHcke

HecMoTps Ha aIMUHHUCTPATUBHEIN apecT, s He MpeKpaiajl MyoIudHO BbI¢Ka3bIBaTh CBOIO
TPKIAHCKYIO TMO3HITUIO U YK€ Yepe3 MEeCSI] BHOBb IPUHSIT YYaCTHE B)HECAHKITMOHUPOBAHHOM
mutunre B anpesie 20178 roga. B nens mectBusi B MUHCKE aHAOIMYHbBIE aKIIMK MPOXOAWIH U B
npyrux ropoaax bemapycu ¢ tpedboBanuem otctaBku [Ipesngenra Pecyonuku benapyce,
OCBOOOKICHHMSI MOJIUTUIECCKUX 3aKITIOUEHHBIX, a TAK)KEe OTMEHBI BOITUIOIIEC HECTIPABEIITUBOTO
nekpera Ne3 (T.H. «3aKOH O TyHESALAX»), MPAMO HApYINAIOIIETo MpaBa yeaoBeKa.

[To uroram anpenabCKOro MUTHHTA 51 HE OBLT 3a7iepykaH (B OTJIMYKE OT €ro OpraHu3aropa,
Huxkonas CrarkeBu4a, KOTOPBIi ObLIT MOMeIIeH, [10/] apecT elie A0 Havyajia aKIun).

-

_ 2017 roga s IpuHSI y4acTHE B ONMMO3UIIMOHHOM MUTHHIE, TPOXOAUBILIEM B MUHCKE.
B TOT ACHb I10 HpI/ISI:IBy IIOJJMTHUKA HI/IKOJIaSI CTaTKeBan Ha yJII/ILIBI CTOJHMIBI BBIIIJIN ThICAYAU
JIIOZICH, JKETABIINX 3asBUTDH BJIACTH O CBOMX IpaBax.

B ouepennoit pazwmHE ynanock n3dexars 3aJepiKaHus, YTO MO3BOJINIIO0 MHE aKTUBHO OCBEIIAThH B
COILIUAJIBHLBIX [€TSX OIINIO3UITNOHHBIC MUTHUHTHU U CBOC y‘IaCTI/Ie B HUX HA BCEM HpOTﬂ)KCHHH JICTa
u ocenu 20N/ ‘rona. B Tom uncie, st nogpoOHO paccKa3bIBal O CBOEM 3aJIepKaHUU U N30HMEHUU.

ViMeHHOSTH MaTepualibl I03/1HEE CTaIN MPUUMHOM [IaHTaXKa CO CTOPOHBI MOETO PYKOBOZCTBA.
YIpoXas yBOIbHEHUEM C pabOTHI, OT MEHS MOTPEOOBAIN YIAJIUTh OMyOINKOBAHHYIO
nH(popmanuio. 5 OblT BBIHYX/IE€H BBIIIOJHUTH 3TH TpeOoBaHuUs. B mpoTuUBHOM ciydae, B TOT
MOMEHT 5 OBl TOTEPST MECTO PabOTHI — KaK CIIy4niIoch no3aHee, B 2018 roxy mo Bce Toi ke
MPUYMHE.

vapr 201 [ 01 cic

OuepenHast ak1us IpOTECTa, B KOTOPOH 5 MPUHSIT y4acTHe, 3aKOHUYMIIACh HE TOJIBKO U30MEHUEM
U 3a3/Iep’KaHueM, HO U MOUM yBOJIbHEHUEM ¢ paboTsl. B OB/l anmunuctpannn OKTI0pbCcKOro
paifoHa r. [(pojHO Ha MeHs OBl COCTaBJIEH MPOTOKOI 00 aAMUHUCTPATUBHOM IIPABOHAPYILIEHUN
U BBINIKCAH mTpad, KOIMUK OTHPABICHBI pab0oTOAaTEINIO.



[IpoBens 6onee cytok B OB/, st oOparuiics 3a METUIIMHCKONW TOMOIIBIO _

_). Bpau 3aduxcupoBan nobou, HaHECEHHBIE MHE TIPH

3aJlep’KaHuu, O YEM HIKE NIPUJIarar0 COOTBETCTBYIOLIYIO CIIPaBKY.

[Tocne 3anepxanusi, B cepe;[I/IHe- s OBLTT BBI3BaH PYKOBOJCTBOM Ha Oeceny, B Xoe
KOTOPOM MHE OBLIO IIPEIJIOKEHO HAMMKMCATh 3asBJIeHuE 00 YBOJIBHEHUH ¢ paOboThl. [Ipu aTOM He
CKPBIBAJIOCh, YTO MOTUBHUPOBAHO 3TO 6BI.HO MOUM YYaCTUCM B OIITO3UITUOHHBIX MUTHUHIAX.
Tem He MeHee, 51 0TKa3aJICsl YBOJIBHATHCS 110 COOCTBEHHOMY JKEJIaHUIO: apTYMEHTHPOBAI ATQ
MIPABOBBIMU ACTIEKTaAMH MOETO TPYAOBOTO JIOTOBOPA.

B oTBeT Ha 3TO pyKOBOACTBO pa3Bsi3ajo B OTHOIICHUH MEHS HACTOALLYIO TPaBiio. JF0 Kacaaoch
KaK AUCITUTUTMHAPHBIX, TaK ¥ MPOo(EeCCHOHANIBHBIX MPEeTeH3Ui. B pesynbrare, 51, He BBiACpKal U
- 2018 rona Hamwcal 3asBieHUE 00 YBOJIBHEHUHU IO COOCTBEHHOMY, )KEJTAaHHIO.

TpynoBas kamxka — Cwm. [Ipunoxenne 3.

*  Menunuuckas crpaska — Cm. Ipunoxenue 5

Bbi13oB Ha nonpoc B Caeacreennblii Komurer

[Tocne mIMTEnBHOrO OTITYCKA U TYPUCTUYECKOM IMOC3AKHU B C]_HA_ 1o
BO3BPALLEHUN HAa POAMHY 5 NOTY4HJI MOBECTKY HOMECTY KUTENbCTBA OT CIIeICTBEHHOTO

koMuTeTa 1o I'pogHeHckoit obnactu. B Helt MHE IpeIniChIBAJIOCH MPUOBITH HA JOMIPOC B
Ka4eCTBe

B cootBercTBUM ¢ TpeOOBaHUEM, U3IOKECHHBIM B IOBECTKE, B HA3HAYEHHOE BPEMsI 1 IPUOBLI B
Komurer _ JuIsk yTOUHEHHs IPUYKH BbI30Ba Ha Aompoc. Kak okasanocs,
untepec CrneacrseHHoro KoMureTta Obl1 BBI3BaH MOMM Y4acTHEM B aKIUSAX IPOTECTa U
OTIO3ULIMOHHOMN AESTEIbHOCTHIO.

ITocne ycTaHOBIICHH MOEH TUYHOCTH U JI€KYPHBIX BOIIPOCOB, MEHS Hadalld PACCIPALLNBATE O
MPUYMHAX, IO KOFOPHIM 51 HEOTHOKPATHO Y4acTBOBAJ B akIusAX rnporecta. [IpaBasl s He
CKpBIBaJ, YEGTHO-M3IIOKUB CBOIO MIO3UIIMIO 110 OTHOUIEHUIO K JelcTBytomeMy [Ipesunenty
Pecniy6mmkm benapych, 1eiCTBUAM €€ BIacTeld 1 MPUHUMAEMBIX 3aKOHOB (B YaCTHOCTH, IEKpeTa
No3).

B 0TBET OT cneoBaTens CTaNu MOCTYNaTh Yrpo3bl 00 OTKPBITHH YTOJIOBHOTO Jieja B CiIydae,
6CHHU g HE IpeKpally y4acTBOBAaTh B OMIO3UIIMOHHBIX akiusaX. [Tocie 3Toro s Obu1 OTIyIIEeH
JIOMO}#1, OJTHAKO M3BEILEH O TOM, YTO CO MHOM, BO3MOXHO, CBSKYTCS CITyCTsl HEKOTOPOE BpEMS.

- 2019 rona MHe nocTynuJI NOBTOPHBIN 3BOHOK U3 CneacrseHHoro Komurera. 51 BHOBb
OBLIT BBI3BAaH HA JIOTIPOC . (deBpainsa. Ha aToT pa3 s yBenoMui codeceTHruKa, YTO MPEATIOIUTAI0
OTBETHUTbH Ha UMEIOIIHNECS BOMPOCHI 10 TeJaeoHy, 6€3 TMUYHOro BU3UTa. B 0TBET s momyuu
yTpo3bl 00 OTKPHITHH YTOJIOBHOTO JeJia B CIIy4ae MOETO OTCYTCTBUSI.



Tem HC_ Ha AO0IIPOC s HC ABUJICS U3-3a OITaCEHUM OTHOCUTEIBHO MOCH JIMIHOM
0€30I1aCHOCTH. BeqepOM TOT'O K€ JJHSA MHC CTaJIKM MOCTYINIAaTh 3BOHKH C HCU3BCCTHBIX HOMCPOB, Ha
KOTOPBIC 1 HC OTBCYAJIL.

_ [0 MOEMY aJpecy IpUOBIBAJIU JIFOH B IITATCKOM (MIpeAroiarat, U3 OpraHoB
roc0e30MacHOCTH ), KOTOPHIE OIPAIINBaIN COCECH Ha HEU3BECTHBIE MHE TeMbI. B 3TH 1 eme

HCCKOJIBKO }IHeﬁ s HC ITOKKUIAJI KBAPTUPY, OIMaCasACh 3aJICPKAHNA Ha YIINIC, B MOMCHT BbIXO/ld U3
J0omMa.

® Tosecrtka u3 CrencTBeHHOro KomureTa — CM. IIPUIIOKEHHE

IIpomeHue 0 MOJIUTHYECKOM yOexuIIe

OnucaHHas cUTyalys U yrpo3sl YTOJI0OBHOIO NMPECIEN0BaHUs, IOCTYIdIUME OT OPraHOB
roc0e30MacHOCTH, BRIHYMIA MEHS M MOIO KEeHY He3aMeUIUTeNbHO NOKHHYTh benapych. Yxe B
2- roay Mbl Beutetenu B CIHIA, rie u HaxoguMcst 10 HaCcTOSL{er0 BpEMEHHU.

MHe noctoBepHO U3BECTHO, 4T0o CrnenctBeHHbI KoMuTet Befapycu no-npexxHeMy npoaoKaeT
MO PO3BICK, @ MUJIMIIMS — TOIPOCHI MOUX POACTBCHHHUKOB U coceneil. Bo3Bpalenue Ha poauny
JUISL MEHS - IPSAMOU ITyTh B TIOPbMY. IMEHHO MOSTOMY. S IPUHSI pELIEHUE IT0aTh IIPOLIEHUE O
npefocTaBieHny nonutuueckoro yoexuma B CHIAL 3to ennHCTBEHHBIH cI0CO0 CACTUCH VIS

MEHSI Y MO€EU JKEHBI.
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The protocol of Administrative Detention

25l 2017  at 15 hours 30 minutes Minsk
(date of settling) (time of settling) (place of settling)

l, UIM OOPP of the Central District Department of Internal Affairs of ||| |  EGTcNGzGzG

(position, rank, department and surname, initials of the officer who settled the protocol)

in accordance with articles 8.2, 8.5 of the Administrative Offenses Code of the Republic of Belarus has settled the

present protocol that the citizen | R R EEEEEE
(surname, name, patronymic)
born I I

(date and place of birth)
Place of permanent residence: ] 41 Pervomayskaya street, phone:

Student/employed in: Housing and public utilities, position: mechanic
(name and address of the organization, phone)

Was brought to || NN of 'nternal Affairs of Minsk

(by whom and where)
Has violated a part 1 of the article ] of the Administrative Offenses Code of the’Republic of Belarus, expressed in
participation in unauthorized rally and street procession

In accordance with paragraph 5 part 1 of the article 4.1. of the Administrative’Qffenses Code of the Republic of
Belarus, the detained has a right to invite a defense council

In presence of witnesses, who were explained their rights and obligations, stipulated by the article 4.10 of the
Administrative Offenses Code of the Republic of Belarus

1. Surname - name [l ratronymic | N
Permanent residence address: ||| |
Phone: Signature:

2. Surname -name Bl catronyoic |
Permanent residence address: ||| | GGG

Phone: Signature:

personal inspection, an inspection aof things that are with an individual, inspection of a vehicle were executed and
things, documents were seized (eressiout unnecessary):

Keys, black wallet, money.inithejamount of 120 (one hundred twenty) rubles of the National Bank of the Republic of
Belarus
(information about typequantity, identification features of things, including about the brand, model, caliber, series, number and other
identification features ofithe weapon, type and quantity of ammunition, type and details of documents, information about the application of
photography, video recording, other ways of fixing material evidence, information about packaging, seals)

Attachedtoythe protocol: the record of interview, inquiry EGBDP, form 1-AP, rights, and obligations
Explanations and observations of the detained: does not agree with detention
Théxdetained asked to notify about a fact of detention and location:

(whom exactly, phone number, address)
The location of the detained was reported at “__" hours “___” minuteson _____ year20__
Signature of the detained (record of his refusal to sign the protocol):
Signature of the officer, drawn up a protocol: Signature

A copy of the protocol was obtained Signature
(is given to the detained upon his request)
Termination of detention on year 20 at

"

" hours “__” minutes



A copy of judgment was sent on reference number

Things, belongings, documents and valuables, seized at detention, were received back:
Appeal procedure for the detention was explained to me:

Stamp:
Ministry of Inner Affairs of the Republic of Belarus Department of Inner Affairs of the Administration of the Central Region of Minsk



Protocol No. |

On administrative offense registration number in EGBDP
25 2017 Minsk
(date of settling) (place of settling)

UIM OOPP of the Central District Department of Internal Affairs of Minsk, senior militijj | |  EGcNENGNGGEEGE

(position, rank, department and surname, initials of the officer who settled the protocol)

in accordance with articlesjjjjili] of the Code of Execution Procedure on Administrative Offenses of the Republic

of Belarus has settled the present protocol that_

(surname, name, patronymic of the person subject to administrative process)

(date and place of birth) (identification number)

Place of permanent residence: Republic of Belarus, |JJjij Pervomayskaya street, 41 phonpé:
(oblast, region, settlement, street, building, block, apartment, phone)
Place of registration (in regard of temporary visiting foreign citizens):
Student/employed in: Housing and public utilities, position: mechanic
(name and address of organization/educational institution)
Citizenship: Republic of Belarus

With previous criminal administrative background: inquiry EGBDP
(where and for what wasimposed)

Has committed an offense: ||| || | | | | N » I 2prroximately at 14 hours 25 minutes

(date, time, place, and circumstances of committed administrative offense)
At the following address: Minsk, near the || ] Il retro station participated in unauthorized rally and street
procession as a part of a group of people that deliberately disturbed public order and calmness of citizens

Responsibility for what is stipulated in part 1 article [JJjjij of the Administrative Offenses Code of the
(part, article) and the name of the normative document)
Republic of Belarus
A person in respect of whom the administrative process is being conducted: the rights provided for in article 4.1 of
the Code of Execution Procedure on, Administrative Offenses of the Republic of Belarus have been explained
Signature

Victim: the rights providedifor.in article 4.2 of the Code of Execution Procedure on Administrative Offenses of the
Republic of Belarus have been explained: Surname Name Patronymic
Place of residence Signature Signature

Witnesses: the,rights provided for in article 4.2 of the Code of Execution Procedure on Administrative Offenses of the
RepublicofBelarus have been explained:

1, “Surname -ame B catonymic [
Permanent residence address: ||| GG
Phone: Signature:

2. Surname [ rame I ratronymic I
Permanent residence address: ||| | G
I Scnturc:

Explanations and observations of the person in respect of whom the administrative process is being conducted: does
not agree with the protocol, pledge not guilty



Other information, required for the case settlement:

List of documents, attached to the protocol of the administrative offense: the record of interview, inquiry EGBDP,
rights and obligations, form 1-AP

Signature of the officer, drawn up a protocol: Signature
Signature of the person in respect of whom the administrative process is being conducted: Signature

A copy of the protocol was obtained  Signature

(Signature of the person in respect of whom the administrative process is being conducted)
A person in respect of whom the administrative process is being conducted refused to sign a protocol:
(surname, name, patronymic)

(signature) (position, initials, surname of the officer who drew up the protocol)

Stamp:
Ministry of I

I o sk



Judgment on the case of administrative detention

26l 2017 at 14 hours 00 minutes  in Minsk

place of sentence imposition

|, Head of Central District Department of Internal Affairs, colonel of militia ||| G -

position and name of authority (subdivision) of internal affairs, rank, surname, initials of the officer

examined aaminstratve case regaraing |

surname name patronymic

date, month, year of birth
ESTABLISHED:

ctizen I =< artices I part 1

surname, initials of the person subject to administrative proceedings

of the Administrative Offenses Code of the Republic of Belarus expressed, in fact, that on || | | IR
brief circumstances established during the investigation of an administrative offense

about 14§} near | Il metro station participated in unauthorized rally,and'street procession as a part of a
group of people

justification for the adoption of a certain decision (articles 7.1-7.3, 8.1-8.8-ef the Administrative Offenses Code of the

Republic of Belarus -Ieaded not guilty

admission or non-admission of guilt, nature of the offense committed, the personality of an individual, degree of guilt

wealth status, as well as circumstances mitigating or aggravating administrative responsibility
Based on the material collected, taking into account thé evidence of witnesses

seeing in his actions the signs of an offense underfarticles 23.34 part 1 of the Administrative Offenses Code of the
Republic of Belarus and articles 2.2, 2.3, 2.7, 218, 2.10, 2.11, 2.14, 3.3.1, 11.5, 11.6, 11.10, 11.11 of the Code of
Execution Procedure on Administrative Offenses of the Republic of Belarus

RESOLVED:

subject a citizen_ to an administrative penalty in the form of

surngmeyand initials
administrative arrest ford day;.a fine in the amount of 30 basic units
warning a fine of
relieve from administrative responsibility and terminate the case of an administrative offense:

transfer administrative materials to:

name of the place of work (service), the name of the organization (authority)

Signbttre I

Sighature initials and surname of the officer issuing an order
Stamp:
Ministry I

f Minsk

The decision was announced to me, with which | reviewed. The rules, procedures, and deadlines for appealing the decision in an administrative
case in accordance with the articles 12.1, 12.2 and 12.4 of the Code of Execution Procedure on Administrative Offenses of the Republic of
Belarus have been explained to me

Signature surname, name, and patronymic



A copy of the judgment was obtained Signature
Signature surname and initials

A copy of judgment was sent on reference number

I, _, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS AN EXACT AND ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF,THE
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO ME IN THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND THAT | AM COMPETENT IN BOTH ENGLISH
AND RUSSIAN LANGUAGES TO RENDER SUCH TRANSLATION.
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Healthcare institution Appendix No. 1

“City clinical hospital to the decree of the Ministry of Healthcare of the Republic of Belarus
of the emergency medical service of the 09.07.2010 No. 92
Minsk” Form 1 zdr/u-10
Statement of health
Date of birth _ Gender: male/female (to be underlined)
(date, month, year)
Place of permanent (or temporarily) residence Grodnenskaya oblast;"Grednenskiy region,
Purpose of issue of the statement to whom it may con€exn

Previous diseases (other medical history data) X-ray picture N698 plain radiograph of the thoracic region

I Treatment: 80% Ketorolaci 30mg intramuscalar,

Additional medical information (results of medicahexaminations, assessments and other)

Medical conclusion right-sided chest injury, | G
I - the frontal area of the right thigh

Recommendations Return, visit to the polyclinic ||| G
I - :r>matologist

Date of statement issue ||| | | |

The statementris, valid until

Medical spetialist Signature stamp: IIEGNGNEEEEEEEE

Signature

Head.of organization

(Head of the functional unit) Signature [
I [

Place of stamp

Stamp: Healthcare institution I

., . HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS AN EXACT AND ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF
THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO ME IN THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND THAT | AM COMPETENT
IN BOTH ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN LANGUAGES TO RENDER SUCH TRANSLATION.
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Employment Book

Surname
First name

Patronymic

Date of birth

(date, month, year)
Education: Vocational and Techwnical
Education
Profession, major metalworker

Date of filling ||| GG

book owner's signature

/signatutey.

Signature of a person, who is
responsible for employment books issue

/signature/
(legibly)

Seal:




EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

Date On the grounds
Ne of what a
of Information on incentives got due to the record was
re | da mo yea work at an enterprise, institution or made
co | te l;lt r organization (document, its
rd date, and
number)
1 2 4
01 | 01 09 2008 D No. 0724020
dated
22.06,.2011
02 | 22 06 2011

Order No. 274-k
dated
26.07.2011

3
‘

15.02.2012, minutes No. 37

16.03.2012, minutes No.

04 | 06 09 2011
05 [ 02 04 2012
06 | 05 09 2012

Order No. 35-k
dated
02.04.2012

Director of Human Resources /signature/

Order No. 991
dated
05.09.2012

Republic of Belarus




Services”

07 | 26 02 2013 Order No. 34
dated

25.02.2013

08 (27 01 2014 | Transferred to the position

Order No. 47
dated
04.052018

Services”

Personnel Department

I, _, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVEASYANEXACT AND ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF
THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO ME IN THE.RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND THAT | AM COMPETENT
IN BOTH ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN LANGUAGES TO RENDER SUCH TRANSLATION.
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Protocol of administrative detention

B -t hours__ minutes

(date of settling) (time of settling) (place of settling)

|, UIM 00PP of [

I 2k, department and surname, initials of the officer who settled the protocol)

in accordance with ||| Offcnses Code of the Republic of Belarus has

settled the present protocol that the citizen
(surname, name, patronymic)

born on - in N

(date and place of birth)

Place of permanent residence: |l 4 st <<t rhone:

Student/employed in: Housing and public utilities, position: mechanic
(name and address of the organization, phone)

Was brought to the Department of Internal Affairs administration-of | | | | NI -t the
following address: || | | | NI
(by whom and where)

Has violated part 1 of the article 23.34 of the Administrative Offenses Code of the Republic of Belarus,
expressed in participation in a street procession

In accordance with paragrap |G /:inistrative Offenses Code of the

Republic of Belarus, the detained has a right\to invite a defense council

In presence of witnesses, who werefexplained their rights and obligations, stipulated by the article 4.10
of the Administrative Offenses Gode,of the Republic of Belarus

L I I N .
.
Phone: Signature: Signature

> I N B
|

Phone: Signature: Signature

personalinspection, an inspection of things that are with an individual, inspection of a vehicle were
exeeuted and things, documents were seized (cross out unnecessary):

I -bout type, quantity, identification features of things, including about the brand, model, caliber, series, number
and other identification features of the weapon, type and quantity of ammunition, type and details of documents, information
about the application of photography, video recording, other ways of fixing material evidence, information about packaging,
seals)

Attached to the protocol: the record of interview, inquiry EGBDP, report
Explanations and observations of the detained: does not agree with detention



The detained asked to notify about a fact of detention and location:
(whom exactly, phone number, address)

The location of the detained was reported at “__” hours “___” minutes on year20
Signature of the detained (record of his refusal to sign the protocol): Signature
Signature of the officer, drawn up a protocol: Signature

A copy of the protocol was obtained  Signature
(is given to the detained upon his request)

o«

Termination of detention on year 20 at“_"hours“_" minutes

A copy of judgment was sent on reference number
Things, belongings, documents and valuables, seized at detention, were received back:

Appeal procedure for the detention was explained to me:

Stamp:



Protocol No. |

On administrative offense registration number in EGBDP
25 o
(date of settling) (place of settling)

uiM ooPP I /fairs of Oktyabrsky district of Hrodna Vladimir Antonovich

Pmoto

(position, rank, department and surname, initials of the officer who settled the protocol)

in accordance with ||| | S Code of Execution Procedure on Admijnistrative Offenses of

the Republic of Belarus has settled the present protocol that ||| G

(surname, name, patronymic of the person subject to administrative process)

born on N in Skidel I

(date and place of birth) (identification number)

Place of permanent residence: I -

(oblast, region, settlement, street, building, block, apartment, phone)

Place of registration (in regard of temporary visiting feteign citizens):

Student/employed in: -

(name and address of organization/educational institution))
Citizenship: Republic of Belarus

With previous criminal administrative background: inquiry EGBDP
(where and for what was imposed)

Has committed an offense: ||| | | S o~ I 2rrroximately at 12 hours 45 minutes

(date, time, placepand circumstances of committed administrative offense)
At the following address: Hrodna, Lenina street participated in unauthorized rally and street procession
as a part of a group of people that deliberately disturbed public order and calmness of citizens

Responsibility for what is stipulated in ||| | | | | |} of the Administrative Offenses Code of the

(part, article, and the name of the normative document)
Republic of Belarus
A person in respect of whom the administrative process is being conducted: the rights provided for in

articIc N - Of Belarus

have been explained Signature

Victim I of Cxccution Procedure on Administrative

Offenses of the Republic of Belarus have been explained: Surname Name
Patronymic
Place of residence Signature Signature

Witnesses [ rocedure on Administrative

Offenses of the Republic of Belarus have been explained:

. I B BN .
|



phone: I
T I =+ B

-

—

Explanations and observations of the person in respect of whom the administrative process is being
conducted: does not agree with the protocol

Other information, required for the case settlement:

List of documents, attached to the protocol of the administrative offense: the record of interview,
inquiry EGBDP, rights and obligations, form 1-AP,

Signature of the officer, drawn up a protocol: Signature
Signature of the person in respect of whom the administrative process i beingiconducted: Signature

A copy of the protocol was obtained  Signature
(Signature of the person in respect of whom the administrative process.is being conducted)

A person in respect of whom the administrative process is beipg.conducted refused to sign a protocol:

(surname, name, patronymic)

(signature) (position, initials, surnam@of the officer who drew up the protocol)




Judgment on the case of administrative detention

a .

position and name of authority (subdivision) of internal affairs, rank, surname, initials of the officer

examined administrative case regarding [ [ [

surname name patronymic

date, month, year of birth
ESTABLISHED:

citizen I o't I 1

surname, initials of the person subject to administrative proceedings

of the Administrative Offenses Code of the Republic of Belarus, expressed, in fact, || | | | GcNENEG

brief circumstances established during the investigation of an administrative offense

circa at 14:25

justification for adoption of a certain deCision (articles 7.1-7.3, 8.1-8.8 of the Administrative Offenses

Code of the

admission or non-admission of guilt, nature of the offense committed, personality of an individual, degree of guilt

wealth status, as well as circumstances mitigating or aggravating administrative responsibility

Based on the material collected, taking into account the evidence of witnesses

seeing in his actions the signs of an offense under articles 23.34 part 1 of the Administrative Offenses

Code of the Republit)of Belarus and article<

Il of the €ode of Execution Procedure on Administrative Offenses of the Republic of Belarus

RESOLVED:

subject a citizen ||| G to an administrative penalty in the form of

surname and initials

administrative arrest; a fine ||| | | |Gz

warning a fine of

relieve from administrative responsibility and terminate the case of an administrative offense:

transfer administrative materials to:

name of a place of work (service), the name of the organization (authority)



Signature [ ]

Signature initials and surname of the officer issuing an order

Stamp:

The decision was announced to me, with which | reviewed. The rules, procedures, and deadlines for
appealing the decision in an administrative case in accordance with the articles 12.1, 12.2 and 12.4 of
the Code of Execution Procedure on Administrative Offenses of the Republic of Belarus have been
explained to me

Signature I

Signature surname, name, and patronymic

A copy of the judgment was obtained  Signature I

Signature surname and initials

A copy of judgment was sent on reference number

Stamp:

I, _, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE; IS AN EXACT AND ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF
THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO ME IN JHE,RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND THAT | AM COMPETENT
IN BOTH ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN LANGUAGES TQ RENDER SUCH TRANSLATION.
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Healthcare institution Appendix No. 1
“City clinical hospital” to the decree of the Ministry of Healthcare of the Republic of Belarus

of the emergency medical service of 09.07.2010 No. 92
Hrodna” Form 1 zdr/u-10
Statement of health

s given to I

(surname, name, patronymic)

Date of birth || Gender: male/female (to be underlined)

(date, month, year)

Place of permanent (or temporarily) residence I

Purpose of issue of the statement to whom it may concern
Previous diseases (other medical history data)

Additional medical information (results of medical examinations,/@ssessments and other)
Ultrasound investigation of abdominal cavity organs, ultrasound\investigation of renal system

Treatment: Solution ||| G

Solution Dimedroll 1% - 1.0 intramuscular

Medical conclusion Bruise of [ of the right

infrascapular region, interfacial hematoma, blunt abdominal trauma

Recommendations Return visit fo the [N
I <o-cialis

Date of statement i< |

The statement isfvalid until

Medicalspécialist Signature Seal: Trauma surgeon, orthopedist

Head of organization

(Head of the functional unit) Signature [

Signature Surname, initials
Place of stamp

Seal: Healthcare institution “City clinical hospital” of the emergency medical service of Hrodna”

I, _, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS AN EXACT AND ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF
THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO ME IN THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND THAT | AM COMPETENT
IN BOTH ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN LANGUAGES TO RENDER SUCH TRANSLATION.
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SUMMON

patec N
You must come to conduct investigative and procedural actions on ||| | G

Grodnenskiy

(name of the department of Investigative committee of the Republic of Belarus)

Located at the following address |
Bakun
(position, surname and initials)

I <oresentative, expert, specialist, attesting witness, interpreter, accused person, presumptive criminal
and other)

Seal: Grodnenskiy I 551t

You must have an ID with you or a document replacing it

Investigator Signature
(position) (signature) (initials, surname)

Consequences of failure to appear:

In case of failure to appear on a call without a goodwreason, the appearance of the suspect, the
accused, as well as the victim, the witness in the criminaltrial may be compelled in accordance with
Article 130 of the Criminal Procedure Code of the Republic of Belarus.

The person who received the summons'must notify the department of the Investigative
Committee of the Republic of Belarus aboutithe reasons preventing the appearance at the appointed
time.

In case of failure to appeanon.a call without a good reason, the appearance of the physical
person in respect of whom the administrative process is being conducted, as well as the victim - the
physical person, the witness in the administrative process can be compelled in accordance with article
8.12 of the Code of Execution Procedure on Administrative Offenses of the Republic of Belarus.

Failure to-appear without good reason in the Department of Investigative Committee of the
Republic of Belarus‘entails an administrative responsibility in accordance with article 24.6 of the
Administrative ©ffenses Code of the Republic of Belarus.

(overleaf)

To whom: I

(surname, name, patronymic)

Where:
Il building, apartment, town, postal code)

Address of the sender: [

Il code, town, street, building)



INDICATION OF APPEARANCE

I s present (considering the travel time) in Departmentii G

(surname, initials)
Committee of the Republic of Belarus

Namely in the Department of th
I,

Investigator Signature [

(position) (signature) (initials, surname)

seal: I  Grocnenskaya oblast

For Summons

I, _ HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS AN EXACT AND ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF
THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO MEJUN'THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND THAT | AM COMPETENT
IN BOTH ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN LANGUAGESNTO RENDER SUCH TRANSLATION.
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THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

DIPLOMA
of vocational technical education

D No. [N

This diploma is issued to
to certify that he entered the

and _, completed the full course of the aforementioned college

and got secondary general education majoring in_

By the decision of the State Examination Board
dated June 21, 2011

s awarded with a uaticaton of» [N N
z Y

|

Chairperson of the State Examination Board signature
Head of the Educational Institution signature
Deputy Head of the Educational Institution signature
L.S.

Registration number .

Seal:

lillegible/

I, _, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS AN EXACT AND ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF
IME ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO ME IN THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND THAT | AM COMPETENT
IN BOTH ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN LANGUAGES TO RENDER SUCH TRANSLATION.
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wy namo. ' . | - - I o cors:
Belarusian passport number is [N

| met in a police van during the detention at a protest action on
March 25, 2017. came to Minsk_ intentionally to participate in this

protest, and both of us were detained by the police, we exchanged phone numbers while
sitting in the police van.

March.

, the people won't come and it will be

more difficult for oppositionists to work together.

The last time | saw ||| vas o~ | <t 2 short protest organized

by Nikolai Statkevich on Oktyabrskaya Square in Minsk. On October 20, | wrote |||
and offered

communities wrote on the
Internet that several people were taken to the Department.

Now we araitopntact i NN o I

in Belarus because of

oppositional‘activities, he cannot return to the country soon.

\ I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS AN EXACT AND ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF THE
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO ME IN THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND THAT | AM COMPETENT IN BOTH
ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN LANGUAGES TO RENDER SUCH TRANSLATION.
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L am [ to on I 'y passport number is KN
- | am the wife of_.

My husband was involved in ||| GGG hcre were living until
our enforced departure to ||| Bl and in Minsk, the capital of Belarus.
I bcoan actively participating in anti-Jj ] activities in the spring of
I e = ot I N - 20
was e o
——

After that, there was Freedom - in - several protests in Minsk, Grodno and

Frecdor N - for.rs. [

problems with law enforcement agencies. These include [lf-fines and arrests,

nterrogations anc

I've never ] so scared before, and I have nothing™to do with it anymore. |

et how we [
ready to see all this blood again.

' I him being detained [ o 'av
enforcement officers [Jj us and demanding || come for [ and |
don't even ||| return home.
R
e e p——T

L, _, HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS AN EXACT AND ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF THE
ORIGINAL DOCUMENTWSUBMITTED TO ME IN THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND THAT | AM COMPETENT IN BOTH
ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN LANGUAGES TO RENDER SUCH TRANSLATION.



POCNIVEIKA BEJIAPYCH / PECITYBJIMKA BEJIAPYCD
REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

U YIALANBHIKA
IOITTHO HJL\;IF ABLIA / BEARER'S SIGNATURE)

I] N L L : 3 X .
. PHOIITC CITY KD AKAA BHLUIAJTA TIAIUTIAPT
(IMOANHCE OTBETCTE A. KOTOFOE BBLOAJIO ITACTIOPT.
_ — SIGNATURE OF THE 311]’“[)?.! TY ISSUING THE PASSPORT)

AL
o '»:"
MAIITIAPT ! (O) RowXABS/CODE OF SN A o _
PASSPORT R BLR I

LGIVEN MAMES

PAMATIEHCTEANATUONALITY

REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

{IKTH IR

THOJLSEX MECTIA HAPAJUCOHHA TLAL

F REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

JIATA Bh ATE OF ISSUE OPTAH 8K1 Bl .
09 2016 MIN!‘-}TRY m_

TP TATE OF EXPIRY IN TERNAI F‘F.-‘f lH'L_:r S
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'm [ ' was born on | »assport number is K ! confirm that my
friend and neighbor || '=ft Be'arus o 1< sccution which he
came across in his ||| | | | S of his oppositional activity.

I
-
I .

Starting with thj N R R
I \Vinsk. On some of them, he was detained and beaten by law.

enforcement officials.

I know that because of these detentions, |JJJil] started having problems at work and was forced to
quit the job.

| am sure, despit-

I < a5 about to be led.- they didn’t call anyone to this

body without any reason.

After one interrogation, which included questions about ||l orrosition activities and threats
against hir, |
N 0 uir

disagreement with the current government.

After I ccparture, they continuedite search for him - they repeatedly came and asked his

I 7 OV

eyes since | live in the neighborhood.

I c:rrot I " is i great danger.

Signature

|, I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS AN EXACT AND ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF
TABORIGINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO ME IN THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND THAT | AM COMPETENT
W'BOTH ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN LANGUAGES TO RENDER SUCH TRANSLATION.
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My name is |||} Sl ' 2 2 classmate and friend of || - ' 'earned about his
N i Ui

tax, and oppositional rallies were held in many cities of Belarus; people demanded justice.

| have never participated in the political life of the county and refused from p

of]
t
be
resulting from clashes with the police, about problems at work and permanent threats into his address —

| understood that this could not end well.

was invited for interrogation to the investigation committee — it

In January-February 2019

-
.
I

N e N, fricnds, neighbors,

and relatives.

[ ] Signature

l, , HEREBY EERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS AN EXACT AND ACCURATE TRANSLATION OF
THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT SUBMITTED TO ME IN THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE AND THAT | AM COMPETENT
IN BOTH ENGLISH AND'RUSSIAN LANGUAGES TO RENDER SUCH TRANSLATION.
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Protesters arrested in Belarus during opposition rally

Demonstration in Minsk was banned by Alexander Lukashenko’s government

The Guardian

Sun 25 Mar 2018 17.29 BST

Scores of people have been arrested in the Belarus capital, Minsk, as supporters of the
country’s repressed opposition tried to hold a protest march.

The attempted demonstration was to mark the 100th anniversary of the short-lived
Belarusian People’s Republic of 1918-19, seen by the opposition as the foundation of an
independent Belafus}

The anniversaris traditionally a day for opponents of President Alexander Lukashenko’s
authoritarian government to try to rally.

Journalists.at the scene counted at least 70 people taken away by police. The human rights
group\Viasna said five of its observers were among those arrested.

@ne of Belarus’s most prominent opposition figures, Nikolai Statkevich, was arrested
outside his home as he headed to the gathering, said his wife, Marina Adamovich. She said
he had been sentenced to 10 days in jail.

Lukashenko, in office since 1994, sharply restricts opposition activities and independent
news media.

Although the march was banned, authorities allowed thousands of people to gather in a
park to mark the independence proclamation’s 100th anniversary.

“Today it’s well visible that Lukashenko is the Soviet past and we are the future,” said one



participant, Mikhail Yaromchik, a 20-year-old student.

Lukashenko said on Friday that the 1918 Belarus republic was a “dismal page of our history”,
but nevertheless allowed 25 March to be publicly celebrated this year for the first time in his
24-year rule.

However, while the authorities sanctioned a concert in central Minsk, the opposition march
was banned.

Thousands of “Freedom Day” protesters attended Sunday’s concert, many carrying the red
and white flag of the 1918 republic, which has become an opposition symbol.

Last year more than 700 people were arrested during a 25 March opposition rally,
prompting warnings from the EU, which had lifted sanctions on Belarus after Lukashenke
freed imprisoned opposition politicians in 2016.

Analysts said authorities allowed the holiday to be celebrated this year to avoid, a,repeat of
last year’s unrest and a possible new reprimand from Brussels.
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UN Rights Body: Strengthen Scrutiny of Humam

Rights in Belarus

Item 4 Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on Belarus

The Special Rapporteur’s latest report finds that the Belarusian government is continuing its
pattern of systemic oppression and human rights abuses and that there has been no improvement

of the human rights situation in the country. Human Rights Watch’s monitoring of Belarus supports
the report’s conclusions. @

An illustrative example was this year’s “Freedom Day” centenary event on March 25, when Q
peaceful protesters were detained or otherwise prevented from participating in the rally,

which requires state authorization for any public gathering allows the government toeegiminalize
and routinely arrest protesters, a powerful tool in the state’s repression mecham@

Several days prior to the event, opposition leaders and former prcsidcnﬁ@tes, among
others, were placed under pre-emptive house arrest. These actions are the broader pattern
of silencing journalists, activists, and lawyers through detention, o %ememed by using
judicial proceedings and the like to harass perceived critics and i e Severe fines. In one such
example, the Justice Ministry revoked the license of a defenseg | ¥ who worked on many
politically motivated criminal cases. Despite the lawyer’s 3@ of legal experience, the
commission conducting a re-certification procedure, ccyluded she “lacked professional skills.”

The government has also sought to further restrict agcess to online media, shown in the recent
blocking of the chartergy.org website. Draft ents to the Law on Media that would allow

authorities to block any online content, ug the need for a court order, are currently before
parliament.

of the death penalty, and thego ent continues to execute people sentenced to death.

Belarus has consistently ignoregmm the U.N. and human rights organizations to end its use

In April, the Commi st Torture reviewed Belarus. But Belarus has not implemented
recommendations @ the committee, or by other treaty bodies.

This is part o Qas’s broader, persistent unwillingness to meet the standards and

recomm of international human rights mechanisms. This underscores the importance of
1al Rapporteur’s role: there needs to be a strengthened, rather than diminished

ﬁ% of international human rights bodies on Belarus. We call on the Human Rights Council to

ensure continued monitoring of government abuses and work toward the protection of human

rights for everyone in Belarus.
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AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

BELARUS UNLAWFUL DETENTION
&l NEWS

Belarus: Politically motivated trial’against former prisoner of
conscience starts behind closed doors

16 October 2019, 14:49 UTC

The Belarusian authorities must uphold the right of former prisoner of conscience Dzmitry Paliyenka to a
fair trial and ensure his hearing is.open to the public, Amnesty International said ahead of the start of his

trial on 17 October.

“Dzmitry Paliyenka’s\presecution follows a well-documented history of being targeted and harassed by
the authorities for his activism. The Belarusian authorities must drop all charges against him that stem
from the peaceful’exercise of his right to freedom of expression and open his trial to public and media

scrutiny,”.said Aisha Jung, Amnesty International’s Senior Campaigner.

“‘Dzmitry Paliyenka’s prosecution follows a well-documented history of
being targeted and harassed by the authorities for his activism ”

Aisha Jung, Amnesty International's Senior Campaigner

“Despite constant harassment that led him to serve two years in a penal colony simply for peacefully
protesting, Dzmitry Paliyenka has continued with his activism. This appears to be the reason why the
Belarusian authorities have targeted him with a new set of criminal charges. Amnesty International has



reviewed his case and concluded that at least three charges against him are illegitimate and should be
dropped immediately.

“The onus is on the Belarusian authorities to demonstrate that allegations leading to a fourth charge of
malicious hooliganism are genuine and that Dzmitry Paliyenka’s guilt is proven beyond any reasonable
doubt. So far, their decision to keep the trial behind closed doors raises serious questions as to the real
motivation of this charge.”

Background

On 20 March 2019, Dzmitry Paliyenka was arrested on suspicion of malicious hooliganism following an
incident in which he allegedly used pepper-spray against another individual. Use of pepper-spray in self-
defence is legal in Belarus. Dzmitry Paliyenka has maintained he acted in self-defence:

Three other criminal charges were subsequently brought against him: “insulting a representative of the
authorities”, “incitement to racial, ethnic, religious or other social hatred or enmity”, and “desecration of
buildings and property damage” — related to a graffiti painting he did on a wall> Amnesty International
believes these charges stem solely from the peaceful exercise of his rightito}freedom of expression and

are consistent with the history of harassment Dzmitry Paliyenka has faced for many years.



BELARUS 2018 HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Belarus is an authoritarian state. The constitution provides for a directly elected
president who is head of state, and a bicameral parliament, the National Assembly.
A prime minister appointed by the president is the nominal head of governments
but power is concentrated in the presidency, both in fact and in law. Citizens were
unable to choose their government through free and fair elections. Since his
election as president in 1994, Aliaksandr Lukashenka has consolidated¢isfule
over all institutions and undermined the rule of law through authoritarian means,
including manipulated elections and arbitrary decrees. All subsequent presidential
elections fell well short of international standards. The 2016(pafltamentary
elections also failed to meet international standards.

Civilian authorities, President Lukashenka in particulary maintained effective
control over security forces.

Human rights issues included torture; arbitrary arrest and detention; life-
threatening prison conditions; arbitrary or ealawful interference with privacy;
undue restrictions on free expression, the press and the internet, including
censorship, site blocking, and criminal libel and defamation of government
officials; violence against and deténtion of journalists; severe restrictions on
freedoms of assembly and assaciation, including by imposing criminal penalties
for calling for a peaceful demonstration and laws criminalizing the activities and
funding of groups not approved by the authorities; restrictions on freedom of
movement, in particularnof former political prisoners whose civil rights remained
largely restricted; failure to account for longstanding cases of politically motivated
disappearances; restrictions on political participation; corruption in all branches of
government;.allegations of pressuring women to have abortions; and trafficking in
persons.

Authaorities at all levels operated with impunity and failed to take steps to prosecute
or-punish officials in the government or security forces who committed human
rights abuses.

Section 1. Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including Freedom from:

a. Arbitrary Deprivation of Life and Other Unlawful or Politically Motivated
Killings



BELARUS 2

During the year there were no reports that the government or its agents committed
arbitrary or unlawful killings and no reports of deaths from torture.

b. Disappearance

During the year there were no reports of new disappearances by or on behalf of
government authorities. There were no developments in the reportedly continuing
investigations into the 1999 disappearances of former deputy prime minister, Viktar
Hanchar, businessman Anatol Krasouski, and former interior minister Y.0xl
Zakharanka. There was evidence of government involvement in the
disappearances, but authorities continued to deny any connection-with them.

c. Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment

The law prohibits such practices. Nevertheless, the.Committee for State Security
(KGB), riot police, and other security forces, often.without identification and in
plain clothes, beat detainees on occasion. Seeukity forces also reportedly
mistreated individuals during investigations.Police occasionally beat persons
during arrests.

Human rights advocates, opposition leaders, and activists released from detention
facilities reported maltreatment and other forms of physical and psychological
abuse of suspects during criminal and administrative investigations.

There were numerous,reports of hazing of conscripts into the army that included
beatings and other forms of physical and psychological abuse. Some of those
cases reportedly resulted in deaths. For example, in October 2017 a senior official
from the Investigative Committee announced a criminal investigation into alleged
hazing and.violence that preceded the discovery of the body of a 21-year-old
soldier, ‘Aliaksandr Korzhych, in the basement of his military barracks near
Barysatu, On November 5, the Minsk regional court sentenced three former
sergeants to nine, seven, and six years in prison respectively for driving Korzhych
ta-suicide by abusing and maltreating him. Authorities also charged the three with
theft, bribery, and abuse of power. The sergeants claimed at hearings that
investigators pressured them into testifying against themselves and admitting to the
charges.

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2018
United States Department of State « Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor
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Korzhych’s former commanders, Senior Lieutenant Paval Sukavenka and Chief
Warrant Officer Artur Virbal, were tried separately for abuse of power and
sentenced on October 19 to six and four years respectively.

At a press conference on February 14, Defense Minister Andrey Raukou
committed to eradicating hazing and said the ministry had opened 48 criminal
cases to investigate allegations of mistreatment and bullying in the armed forces.
Accepting Korzhych’s case as his “personal fault,” Raukou said that the army;,
registered three cases of suicide in 2017 and four cases in 2016. Raukou said that
many of the conscripts involved in hazing had mental and psychological problems,
histories of alcohol and drug abuse, criminal records, and lacked mativation to
serve in the army.

On July 31, the Supreme Court reported that between January and June courts
across the country convicted 28 officers on charges related to bullying, hazing, and
abuse of power in the armed forces. Courts convicted-31-0fficers on similar
charges in 2017. For example, on March 30, a district'Court in Barysau sentenced
an army warrant officer to five years in jail for abusing his powers, taking bribes,
and beating conscripts.

Prison and Detention Center Conditions

Prison and detention center conditiens remained poor and in many cases posed
threats to life and health.

Physical Conditions: Accerding to local activists and human rights lawyers, there
were shortages of food,'medicine, warm clothing, and bedding as well as
inadequate access tobasic or emergency medical care and clean drinking water.
Ventilation of cellsyand overall sanitation were poor, and authorities failed to
provide conditionsnecessary for maintaining proper personal hygiene. Prisoners
frequently~complained of malnutrition and low-quality uniforms and bedding.
Some former political prisoners reported psychological abuse and sharing cells
with-vitlent criminals or prisoners with contagious diseases. The law permits
family and friends to provide detainees with food and hygiene products and to send
them parcels by mail, but authorities did not always allow this.

On November 15, the Minsk city court dismissed an appeal filed by Alena
Doubovik and Maryna Doubina, who were detained for up to 14 days in March
2017 on charges related to unsanctioned demonstrations. The two activists
complained that holding facilities in Minsk and Zhodzina did not have female

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2018
United States Department of State « Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor
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personnel to search them and that the two were deprived of privacy, including for
personal hygiene, and were always visible to male officers.

Overcrowding of pretrial holding facilities, and prisons generally, was a problem.

Although there were isolated reports that police placed underage suspects in
pretrial detention facility cells with adult suspects and convicts, authorities
generally held juvenile prisoners separately from adults at juvenile penal colonies,
arrest houses, and pretrial holding facilities. In general conditions for female and
juvenile prisoners were slightly better than for male prisoners.

According to human rights NGOs and former prisoners, authorities routinely
abused prisoners.

Credible sources maintained that prison administrators employed inmates to
intimidate political prisoners and compel confessionss~They also reported that
authorities neither explained nor protected politicahprisoners’ legal rights and
excessively penalized them for minor violations.of prison rules.

Observers believed tuberculosis, pneumonia, HIVV/AIDS, and other communicable
diseases were widespread in prisons because of generally poor medical care.

Administration: As in the previgus.year, authorities claimed to have conducted
annual or more frequent investigations and monitoring of prison and detention
center conditions. Human rights groups, however, asserted that such inspections,
when they did occur, lacked credibility in view of the absence of an ombudsperson
and the inability of reliable independent human rights advocates to visit prisons or
provide consultations,to prisoners.

On March 15;'prison authorities in Horki refused to allow independent observers to
meet with\Mikhail Zhamchuzhny, cofounder of the prison monitoring NGO
Platforma. »According to human rights groups, Zhamchuzhny, who was serving a
six and:a half year sentence on charges of deliberately disclosing classified
infgrmation and offering a bribe, was subject to mistreatment and inhuman prison
conditions, including beatings by a fellow inmate. Human rights groups claimed
that prison authorities continued to isolate Zhamchuzhny to punish him for
allegedly violating prison regulations. The courts repeatedly dismissed
Zhamchuzhny’s complaints of mistreatment.

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2018
United States Department of State « Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor
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Prisoners and detainees had limited access to visitors, and denial of meetings with
families was a common punishment for disciplinary violations. Authorities often

denied or delayed political prisoners’ meetings with family as a means of pressure
and intimidation.

Although the law provides for freedom of religion, and there were no reports of
egregious infringements, authorities generally prevented prisoners from holding
religious services and performing ceremonies that did not comply with prison
regulations.

Former prisoners reported that prison officials often censored or did, not forward
their complaints to higher authorities and that prison administraters either ignored
or selectively considered requests for investigation of alleged abuses. Prisoners
also reported that prison administrators frequently refused to provide them with
copies of responses to their complaints, which further complicated their defense.
Complaints could result in retaliation against prisonersyincluding humiliation,
death threats, or other forms of punishment and harassment.

Corruption in prisons was a serious problem,«and observers noted that parole often
depended on bribes to prison personnel or 04 a prisoner’s political affiliation.

Independent Monitoring: Despite numerous requests to the Ministries of Internal
Affairs and Justice, government officials refused to meet with human rights
advocates or approve requestsAram NGOs to visit detention and prison facilities.

d. Arbitrary Arrest or Detention

The law limits arbitrary detention, but the government did not respect these limits.
Authorities arrested,or detained individuals for political reasons and used
administrative\measures to detain political activists before, during, and after
protests and‘ather major public events.

Rolg.0f the Police and Security Apparatus

The Ministry of Internal Affairs exercises authority over police, but other bodies
outside of its control, for example, the KGB, the Financial Investigations
Department of the State Control Committee, the Investigation Committee, and
presidential security services exercise police functions. The president has the
authority to subordinate all security bodies to his personal command and he
maintained effective control over security forces. Impunity among law

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2018
United States Department of State « Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor
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enforcement personnel remained a serious problem. Individuals have the right to
report police abuse to a prosecutor, although the government often did not
investigate reported abuses or hold perpetrators accountable.

Arrest Procedures and Treatment of Detainees

By law police must request permission from a prosecutor to detain a person for
more than three hours, but police usually ignored this procedure and routinely,
detained and arrested individuals without warrants. Authorities may hold.a
criminal suspect for up to 10 days without filing formal charges and forup-to 18
months after filing charges. By law, prosecutors, investigators, and.security
service agencies have the authority to extend detention without censulting a judge.
Detainees have the right to petition the court system regarding-the-legality of their
detention, but authorities frequently suppressed or ignored such appeals. The
country has no functioning bail system.

Arbitrary Arrest: Authorities detained opposition_and.Civil society activists for
reasons widely considered politically motivated. \ln'isolated cases authorities used
administrative measures to detain political activists before, during, and after
planned demonstrations and protests, as well as other public events.

On March 21, police arrested formervresidential candidate and opposition activist
Uladzimir Nyaklyaeu, European Belarus activist Maksim Vinyarski, and
opposition activist Vyachyaslau‘Siuchyk. The three supported former presidential
candidate and opposition activist Mikalai Statkevich in his plans to lead an
unauthorized march in central Minsk to mark the 100th anniversary of the
Belarusian People’s Republic (BPR) on March 25. Authorities sentenced
Vinyarski to 10 daysof-administrative detention for posting an opposition banner
in central Minsk(nyMarch. Siuchyk was transported to a holding facility to serve
five days injail fer-participating in a September 2017 protest against the joint
Russia-Beélarus military exercise ZAPAD. Nyaklyaeu was also placed in a holding
facility to Serve 10 days for calling in an interview for persons to participate in
unauthorized demonstrations in November 2017.

Despite wearing blue vests and badges, which marked them as “observers,” police
detained the group of observers on March 25 while they were monitoring a protest
in central Minsk. The observers complained police refused to provide them with
access to their defense lawyers, kept them outside against the wall of the precinct
building without food and water, and failed to ensure access to personal hygiene
for up to eight hours before charging them with participating in an unauthorized

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2018
United States Department of State « Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor
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demonstration and resisting police. On April 13, investigators questioned human
rights group Vyasna’s observer Tatsyana Mastykina after she filed a complaint.
Authorities dismissed the complaint and dropped all charges against the observers.

Pretrial Detention: Authorities may hold a criminal suspect for up to 10 days
without filing formal charges. Prior to being charged, the law provides detainees
with no access to their families or to outside food and medical supplies, both of
which are vital in view of the poor conditions in detention facilities. Police
routinely held persons for the full 10-day period before charging them.

Police often detained individuals for several hours, ostensibly to confirm their
identity; fingerprinted them; and then released them without charge.| Police and
security forces frequently used this tactic to detain members 0f the’democratic
opposition and demonstrators, to prevent the distribution of.Jeaflets and
newspapers, or to break up civil society meetings and events.

Detainee’s Ability to Challenge Lawfulness of Detention before a Court:
Detainees have the right to petition the court system regarding the legality of their
detention, but authorities frequently suppressed-or ignored such appeals. By law
courts have 24 hours to issue a ruling on a@éetention and 72 hours on an arrest.
Courts hold closed hearings in these cases, which the suspect, a defense lawyer,
and other legal representatives may.attend. Prosecutors, suspects, and defense
lawyers may appeal lower court dégisions to higher courts within 24 hours of the
ruling. Higher courts have threg.days to rule on appeals, and their rulings may not
be challenged. Further appeals may be filed only when investigators extend the
period of detention.

e. Denial of Fair Puklic Trial

The constitution‘provides for an independent judiciary, but authorities did not
respect judicial independence and impartiality. Observers believed corruption,
inefficiency, and political interference with judicial decisions were widespread.
CourtsTonvicted individuals on false and politically motivated charges brought by
presecutors, and observers believed that senior government leaders and local
authorities dictated the outcomes of trials.

As in previous years, according to human rights groups, prosecutors wielded
excessive and imbalanced authority because they may extend detention periods
without the permission of judges. Defense lawyers were unable to examine
investigation files, be present during investigations and interrogations, or examine

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2018
United States Department of State « Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor
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evidence against defendants until a prosecutor formally brought the case to court.
Lawyers found it difficult to challenge some evidence because the Prosecutor’s
Office controlled all technical expertise. According to many defense attorneys,
this power imbalance persisted throughout the year, especially in politically
motivated criminal and administrative cases. Courts did not exonerate criminal
defendants except in rare circumstances.

By law, bar associations are independent, and licensed lawyers are permitted-te
establish private practices or bureaus. All lawyers must be licensed by the
Ministry of Justice and must renew their licenses every five years.

No repressive or retaliatory measures against lawyers were reportediduring the
year. In September 2017 a Ministry of Justice standing commisston, which
reviews lawyers’ performance, found that prominent independent lawyer Ana
Bakhtsina had “insufficient professional skills” to be a defense lawyer. Bakhtsina
appealed the commission’s decision revoking her license-but her appeal was
dismissed. Additionally, at least seven more defense-lawyers were ordered to
retake their bar exams within six months following.the ministry’s determination
that their professional skills were “partially insufficient.”

Trial Procedures

The law provides for the right to_.a*fair and public trial, but authorities occasionally
disregarded this right.

The law provides for the presumption of innocence. Nevertheless, the lack of
judicial independence, State media practice of reporting on high-profile cases as if
guilt were already certain, and widespread limits on defense rights frequently
placed the burden of proving innocence on the defendant.

The law also\provides for public trials, but authorities occasionally held closed
trials inyudges’ chambers. Judges adjudicate all trials. For the most serious cases,
two,civilian advisers assist the judge.

The law provides defendants the right to attend proceedings, confront witnesses,
and present evidence on their own behalf, but authorities did not always respect
these rights.

The law provides for access to legal counsel for the defendant and requires courts
to appoint a lawyer for those who cannot afford one. Although by law defendants

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2018
United States Department of State « Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor
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may ask for their trials to be conducted in Belarusian, most judges and prosecutors
were not fluent in this language, rejected motions for interpreters, and proceeded in
Russian. Interpreters are provided when the defendant speaks neither Belarusian
nor Russian. The law provides for the right to choose legal representation freely;
however, a presidential decree prohibits NGO members who are lawyers from
representing individuals other than members of their organizations in court. The
government’s past attempts to disbar attorneys who represented political opponents
of the regime further limited defendants’ choice of counsel. The government;also
required defense attorneys to sign nondisclosure statements that limited theix
ability to release any information regarding the case to the public, media,;and even
defendants’ family members.

Courts often allowed statements obtained by force and threatsof bodily harm
during interrogations to be used against defendants. Some.defendants were tried in
absentia.

Defendants have the right to appeal convictions, and-4most defendants did so.
Nevertheless, appeals courts upheld the verdicts.of the lower courts in the vast
majority of cases.

Political Prisoners and Detainees

Local human rights organizations reported several different lists of political
prisoners in the country. Leading.local human rights groups, including VVyasna and
the Belarusian Helsinki Committee (BHC), recognized two individuals as prisoners
of conscience.

Dzmitry Palienka, anopposition and anarchist movement activist who participated
in the “Critical Mass” bicycle ride of April 2016, was sentenced to a two-year
suspended term for-using violence against a traffic police officer during his
detention_ and.for distributing pornographic images on social media in October
2016. He was rearrested and had the suspension of his sentence revoked in April
2017, dllegedly for participating in unauthorized mass events. On a judge’s order,
he-spent 18 months and 13 days (the remainder of the two-year sentence) in prison
and was released in October. Local human rights advocates called for his
unconditional and immediate release, pointing to the peaceful nature of the
“Critical Mass” ride and all subsequent protest events in which Palienka
participated.

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2018
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Mikhail Zhamchuzhny, cofounder of the now-defunct prison monitoring NGO
Platforma, continued to serve a six and a half year sentence. He was convicted in
2015 in a closed-door session for deliberately disclosing classified information,
illegally acquiring or making equipment for obtaining classified information, and
offering a bribe to an official.

Former political prisoners released in August 2015 continued to be unable to
exercise some civil and political rights at year’s end.

Civil Judicial Procedures and Remedies

The law provides that individuals may file lawsuits seeking damages for a human
rights violation, but the civil judiciary was not independent andwas rarely
impartial in such matters.

Property Restitution

There are no laws providing for restitution or compeénsation for immovable private
property confiscated during World War Il and the Holocaust. The country also has
no legislative regime for restitution of communal property or of heirless property.
The government reported that, in the last, 10 years, it did not receive any requests
or claims from individuals, NGOs, or.any other public organization, either Jewish
or foreign, seeking compensation Ot restitution of any property.

f. Arbitrary or Unlawful Interference with Privacy, Family, Home, or
Correspondence

The law prohibits sueh actions, but the government did not respect these
prohibitions. Autherities used wiretapping, video surveillance, and a network of
informers that'deprived persons of privacy.

By law._persons who obstruct law enforcement personnel in the performance of
their-ddties may be penalized or charged with an administrative offense, even if the
“duties” are inconsistent with the law. “Obstruction” could include any effort to
prevent KGB or law enforcement officers from entering the premises of a
company, establishment, or organization; refusing to allow KGB audits; or denying
or restricting KGB access to information systems and databases.

The law requires a warrant before, or immediately after, conducting a search.
Nevertheless, some democratic activists believed the KGB entered their homes

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2018
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unannounced. The KGB has the authority to enter any building at any time, as
long as it applies for a warrant within 24 hours after the entry.

Security forces continued to target prominent opposition and civil society leaders
with arbitrary searches and interrogations at border crossings and airports. On
March 7, the independent Belarusian Trade Union of Workers of Radio and
Electronics Industry (REP) reported that its deputy chair Zinaida Mikhnyuk and
youth network coordinator Hanna Dous were briefly detained and searched atithe
Belarus-Lithuania border. Dous told the media that border officers searched her
belongings without giving an explanation or bringing any charges.

While the law prohibits authorities from intercepting telephone angd other
communications without a prosecutor’s order, authorities routinely monitored
residences, telephones, and computers. Nearly all oppositien\political figures and
many prominent members of civil society groups claimed,that’authorities
monitored their conversations and activities. The goverment continued to collect
and obtain personally identifiable information on indepéendent journalists and
democratic activists during raids and by confiscating computer equipment.

The law allows the KGB, the Ministry of Intérnal Affairs, special security services,
financial intelligence personnel, and certain border guard detachments to use
wiretaps. Wiretaps require the permission of a prosecutor, but the lack of
prosecutorial independence rendered this requirement meaningless.

The independent election observation group Prava Vybaru (Right to Choose)
claimed that the two state-eontrolled television channels broadcast illegally
wiretapped conversations between its activists. According to Prava Vybaru, the
channels misrepresented the recording’s content in order to discredit the group
before February logal elections.

The Ministry.of Communications has the authority to terminate the telephone
service.of persons who violate telephone contracts, which prohibit the use of
telephiabe services for purposes contrary to state interests and public order.

Authorities continued to harass family members of NGO leaders and civil society
and opposition activists through selective application of the law. Maryna
Adamovich, the spouse of opposition activist Mikalai Statkevich, told the press
that the tires of their two cars were damaged on the eve of Statkevich’s arrest on
March 25. Adamovich filed a police complaint but there were no developments in
the case.
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Section 2. Respect for Civil Liberties, Including:
a. Freedom of Expression, Including for the Press

The constitution provides for freedom of expression, including for the press. The
government did not respect these rights and enforced numerous laws to control and
censor the public and media. Moreover, the state press propagated views in
support of the president and official policies, without giving room for critical
Voices.

Freedom of Expression: Individuals could not criticize the president and the
government publicly or discuss matters of general public interest without fear of
reprisal. Authorities videotaped political meetings, conducted frequent identity
checks, and used other forms of intimidation. Authorities.also prohibited wearing
facemasks, displaying certain historical flags and symbals; and displaying placards
bearing messages deemed threatening to the government or public order.

On March 25, a Radio Liberty journalist reported that she and at least four
individuals were detained for carrying white-red-white flags beyond the police
perimeter near the Minsk Opera Housesfollowing a concert commemorating the
100th anniversary of the Belarusian, Reople’s Republic.

On September 10, police detained.opposition activist Nina Bahinskaya for holding
a banner that read “No to Communism” in central Minsk. Authorities fined her
1,225 rubles ($612) for purportedly holding an unauthorized protest.

The law also limits free speech by criminalizing actions such as giving information
that authorities deem false or derogatory to a foreigner concerning the political,
economic, sacialy military, or international situation of the country.

Press and Media Freedom: Government restrictions limited access to information
and often resulted in media self-censorship. State-controlled media did not provide
balanced coverage and overwhelmingly presented the official version of events.
Appearances by opposition politicians on state media were rare and limited
primarily to those required by law during election campaigns. Authorities warned,
fined, detained, and interrogated members of independent media.

By law the government may close a publication, printed or online, after two
warnings in one year for violating a range of restrictions on the press.

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2018
United States Department of State « Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor



BELARUS 13

Additionally, regulations give authorities arbitrary power to prohibit or censor
reporting. The Ministry of Information may suspend periodicals or newspapers for
three months without a court ruling. The law also prohibits media from
disseminating information on behalf of unregistered political parties, trade unions,
and NGOs.

Limited information was available in the state-run press concerning the February,
18 local elections, including on independent candidates.

While no independent media outlets, including newspapers and internet\news
websites, applied for registration to the Ministry of Information, they, continued to
seek to provide coverage of events. They operated, however, under repressive
media laws, and most faced discriminatory publishing and distribution policies,
including limiting access to government officials and press-briefings, controlling
the size of press runs of newspapers, and raising the cost-ef printing.

State-owned media dominated the information field.and maintained the highest
circulation through generous subsidies and preferences. There was no countrywide
private television. The state-owned postal system, Belposhta, and the state
distributor of printed publications, Belsayuzdruk, allowed the distribution of at
least nine independent newspapers and-magazines that covered politics, including
Novy Chas, Borisovskie Novosti, and\ntexpress, which have been banned from
distribution for 11 years.

The exclusion of independent'print media from the state distribution system and
the requirement that private stores secure registration to sell newspapers and
magazines effectively, [imited the ability of the independent press to distribute their
publications.

International, media’continued to operate in the country but not without interference
and prior eénsorship. Euronews and the Russian channels First Channel, NTV, and
RTR were generally available, although only through paid cable services in many
parts.0f the country and with a time lag that allowed the removal of news deemed
undesirable.

At times authorities blocked, censored, or replaced their international news
programs with local programming.

Violence and Harassment: Authorities continued to harass and detain local and
foreign journalists routinely.
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Security forces continually hampered efforts of independent journalists to cover
demonstrations and protests in Minsk and across the country. The independent
Belarusian Association of Journalists reported that, as of September 15, police
fined, detained, and arrested at least 30 journalists who were performing their
professional duties in more than 108 separate cases.

On August 7, the Investigative Committee reported it had opened a criminal case,
based on materials submitted by the Interior Ministry’s cybersecurity department,
to investigate “illegal access to computer information stemming from persenal
interests which caused significant damages.” The case was reportedly triggered by
a complaint filed by state-run news agency Belta. The Interior Ministry’s
preliminary investigation found that “information held on Belta¥s-computer
systems was illegally accessed more than 15,000 times withoutthe knowledge or
agreement of Belta in 2017-2018.” Authorities detained-and interrogated more
than 20 journalists from the independent news agencies\tut.by, BelaPAN, realt.by,
and Deutsche Welle among others. Investigators alse-Searched their residences and
offices, confiscating computer equipment. In November investigators charged 15
journalists for illegal access, including BelaPAN.staff writer Tatsyana
Karavenkova, BelaPAN chief editor Iryna kieushyna, and eight tut.by journalists,
including Chief Editor Maryna Zolatava:, Observers said the investigation and
charges were disproportionate to the<alleged crime, because the subscription-only
Belta news service the journalists Were accused of illegally accessing posted the
same information for free public.consumption shortly after its release to paid
subscribers. Charges against all except Zolatava were later dropped when the
journalists agreed to pay apenalty of 735 rubles ($350) each and up to 17,000
rubles ($7,980) in compensation for damage their actions allegedly caused.
Zolatava was charged with “executive inaction” and faced up to five years in
prison.

The government refused to recognize some foreign media, such as Poland-based
Belsat T\ and Radio Racyja, and routinely fined free-lance journalists working for
them. “As of September 25, at least 31 journalists were fined in 80 cases for not
having government accreditation or cooperating with a foreign media outlet.
Aecording to the Belarusian Association of Journalists, freelance journalists
received fines totaling more than 66,000 rubles ($33,000). Most of the fines were
imposed on journalists working for Belsat TV.

Censorship or Content Restrictions: The government exerted pressure on the vast
majority of independent publications to exercise self-censorship, warning them not
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to report on certain topics or criticize the government. The government tightly and
directly controlled the content of state broadcast and print media. Television
channels are required to air at least 30 percent local content. Local independent
television stations operated in some areas and reported local news, although most
were under government pressure to forgo reporting on national and sensitive issues
or risk censorship.

Authorities allowed only state-run radio and television networks to broadcast
nationwide. The government used this national monopoly to disseminate.its
version of events and minimize alternative or opposing viewpoints.

Authorities warned businesses not to advertise in newspapers thatcriticized the
government. As a result, independent media outlets operated under severe
budgetary constraints.

Libel/Slander Laws: Libel and slander are criminal offenses. There are large fines
and prison sentences of up to four years for defaming-or insulting the president.
Penalties for defamation of character make no distinction between private and
public persons. A public figure who is criticized/for poor performance while in
office may sue both the journalist and the media outlet that disseminated the
critical report. On November 22, authefities convicted a resident of the village of
Vetryna in the Vitsyebsk region on charges of “publicly insulting the president”
and causing a false bomb alert and'sentenced him to two years of restricted
freedom. The charges reportedly.stemmed from the resident’s post on his social
media, using derogatory language and saying that he allegedly planted a bomb at a
local shopping center.

National Security: Authorities frequently cited national security as grounds for
censorship of media.

Internet Freedom

The,government interfered with internet freedom by monitoring email and internet
chatwvooms. While individuals, groups, and publications were generally able to
engage in the peaceful expression of views via the internet, including by email, all
who did so risked possible legal and personal repercussions, and at times were
believed to practice self-censorship. Opposition activists’ emails and other web-
based communications were likely to be monitored.
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Under amendments to the Media Law that came into force December 1, news
websites and any internet information sources are subject to the same regulations
as print media. If websites choose not to apply for registration, they can continue
to operate but without the status of a media outlet. Unregistered online media
cannot receive accreditation from state agencies for its correspondents, who will
also not be able to cover mass events or protect sources of information, among
other things. Registration requires the site to have an office located in
nonresidential premises with a chief editor who is a citizen with at least fiveyears
of experience in managerial media positions.

Online news providers must remove content and publish corrections if'ordered to
do so by authorities and must adhere to a prohibition against “extremist”
information. The law also restricts access to websites whose(econtent includes
promotion of violence, wars, or “extremist activities”; materials'related to illicit
weapons, explosives, and drugs; trafficking in persons; pernography; and
information that may harm the national interests of the*country. Authorities may
block access to sites that fail to obey government orders, including because of a
single violation of distributing prohibited information, without a prosecutor or
court’s mandate. If blocked, a network publieation loses its media registration.
Owners of a website or a network publicatien will be able to appeal a decision to
limit access to their sites or to deny restoring access to them in court within a
month.

In addition, owners of internetssites may be held liable for users’ comments that
carry any prohibited informatien, and these sites may be blocked. The amended
law also mandates the creation of a database of news websites and identification of
all commentators by personal data and cell phone numbers. If a news website
receives two or moresformal warnings from authorities, it may be removed from
the database and(lose its right to distribute information. On January 24, authorities
blocked oppasitien-news website Charter’97 for allegedly publishing information
that harmedmational interests. The Information Ministry claimed that the site ran
articles announcing the time and venue of unauthorized demonstrations and
published information on behalf of unregistered groups.

Authorities monitored internet traffic. By law the telecommunications monopoly
Beltelekam and other organizations authorized by the government have the
exclusive right to maintain internet domains.

A presidential edict requires registration of service providers and internet websites,
and requires the collection of information on users at internet cafes. It requires
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service providers to store data on individuals’ internet use for a year and provide
that information to law enforcement agencies upon request. Violations of the edict
are punishable by prison sentences.

In response to the government’s interference and internet restrictions, many
opposition groups and independent newspapers switched to internet domains
operating outside the country. Observers reported that the few remaining
independent media sites with the country domain BY practiced self-censorship.at
times.

On several occasions, cyberattacks of unknown origin temporarily took'down
independent news portals and social networking sites.

According to various media sources, the number of internet.users reached nearly
seven million persons, or more than 70 percent of population, of which
approximately 90 percent used the internet daily or numerous times a month.
Internet penetration was approximately 83 percent among users ages 15 to 50.

Academic Freedom and Cultural Events
The government restricted academic freedom and cultural events.

Educational institutions were required to teach an official state ideology that
combined reverence for the achievements of the former Soviet Union and of
Belarus under the leadership of Lukashenka. Government-mandated textbooks
contained a heavily propagandized version of history and other subjects.
Authorities obligated alkschools, including private institutions, to follow state
directives to inculcate the official ideology and prohibited schools from employing
opposition members ‘as their principals. The minister of education has the right to
appoint and-dismiss'the heads of private educational institutions.

Use of the word “academic” was restricted, and NGOs were prohibited from
including the word “academy” in their titles. Opportunities to receive a higher
education in the Belarusian language (vice Russian) in the majority of fields of
study were scarce. While the administrations of higher educational institutions
made no effort to accommodate students wishing to study in Belarusian-language
classes, on March 27 authorities registered as a legal entity a private university,
named after prominent Belarusian poet Nil Hilevich, where all instruction will be
in the Belarusian language. In September the university, run by the independent
Belarusian Language Society and funded from private sources, opened pre-
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enrollment courses for students to major in the humanities, linguistics, and other
disciplines.

Students, writers, and academics said authorities pressured them to join ostensibly
voluntary progovernment organizations, such as the Belarusian Republican Youth
Union (BRYU) and the Union of Writers of Belarus. Students who declined to
join the BRYU risked economic hardships, including lack of access to dormitories;
which effectively limited their ability to attend the country’s top universities:

Students from various universities and colleges reported to an independent
election-monitoring group that their faculties were pressuring students into early
voting by threatening them with eviction from their dormitories. -Additionally,
authorities at times reportedly pressured students to act as informants for the
country’s security services.

According to a Ministry of Education directive, educatignal institutions may expel
students who engage in antigovernment or unsanctioned political activity and must
ensure the proper ideological education of students.) School officials, however,
cited poor academic performance or absence frem classes as the official reason for
expulsions. In January Belarus State UniyverSity expelled Hanna Smilevich, a
Belarusian Popular Front youth group member, after she had become chair of the
group in December 2017.

b. Freedoms of Peaceful Assembly and Association

The constitution provides for freedom of peaceful assembly; however, the
government severely restricted this right. Authorities employed a variety of means
to discourage demonstrations, disperse them, minimize their effect, and punish the
participants. The law provides for freedom of association, but the government
restricted it and Selectively enforced laws and registration regulations to restrict the
operation_ ef\independent associations that might criticize the government.

Freedam of Peaceful Assembly

Only registered political parties, trade unions, and NGOs could request permission
to hold a demonstration of more than 1,000 persons. Authorities usually denied
requests by independent and opposition groups as well as those of self-organized
citizens’ groups in various communities around the country. A general atmosphere
of repression and the threat of imprisonment or large fines exercised a chilling
effect on potential protest organizers.
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The law criminalizes the announcement of an intention to hold demonstrations via
the internet or social media before official approval, participation in the activities
of unregistered NGOs, training of persons to demonstrate, financing of public
demonstrations, or solicitation of foreign assistance “to the detriment” of the
country. Violations are punishable by up to three years’ imprisonment. Persons
with unexpunged criminal records for crimes related to violating peace and ordet;
statehood and governance, public security, safety, and public morals did not/ave
the right to act as mass event organizers. Such organizers must apply at least15
days in advance for permission to conduct a public demonstration, rally, or
meeting, and government officials are required to respond no later thanfive days
prior to the scheduled event. Authorities, however, generally granted permits for
opposition demonstrations only if held at designated venues far<€rom city centers.
The amended law allowed organizers to notify authorities of @ mass event planned
at a designated location no later than 10 days before the date of the event.
Authorities should inform organizers of denial no laterthan five days before the
event. By law denials can be issued for one of twoweasons: the event conflicted
with one organized by a different individual or.graup or the notification did not
comply with regulations.

Authorities used intimidation and threats,to' discourage persons from participating
in demonstrations, openly videotaped,participants, and imposed heavy fines or jail
sentences on participants in unautherized demonstrations. In addition authorities
required organizers to conclude ‘contracts with police, fire department, health, and
sanitary authorities for their sexvices after a mass event. Authorities waived some
of these requirements for the March 25 celebration of the 100th anniversary of the
Belarusian People’s Republic (BPR). All media representatives had to be clearly
identified and carry an official media ID or foreign media accreditation. They
have to provide their'personal ID and press documents to law enforcement upon
request.

On Mareh 27, President Lukashenka told Interior Minister Ihar Shunevich that the
Ministry/should be ready to “immediately suppress” any unauthorized events
which “impede people’s lives” because “chaos stems from them [unauthorized
protests].” Shunevich responded that “not a single event, which is not sanctioned
by authorities, will take place, and even if it starts it will be immediately stopped in
an effective manner and in compliance with the law.”

During the year local authorities countrywide rejected dozens of applications for
permission to stage various demonstrations.
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While Minsk city authorities cooperated with opposition groups to stage a rally and
concert on the 100 anniversary of the Belarusian People’s Republic in front of the
Opera House on March 25, they denied two other applications to hold marches the
same day. Organizers of the concert had sought to walk from a nearby park to the
concert location before the concert. A second application was filed by opposition
activist Mikalai Statkevich and his supporters to march from the central Yakub
Kolas square via the main avenue to the concert location. When Statkevich
decided to go ahead with his plan without permission, police arrested him,as he
was leaving his home. Police also arrested approximately 60 individuals'gathered
at Yakub Kolas square.

In addition, authorities in Mahilyou and Homyel denied local activists’ permission
to hold rallies in city centers on March 25. They alleged that\the venues were not
designated for mass events or had been already booked far other events.

Across the country in at least 11 different localitiesyapproximately 57 individuals
were briefly detained, apparently in order to prevent their participation in March 25
events in Minsk.

On July 3, celebrated as the Belarusian/ndependence Day, police dispersed an
unauthorized protest and detained approximately 30 individuals, including Mikalai
Statkevich, in front of a WWII monument to Soviet soldiers in central Minsk.
Statkevich called upon his assaeciates to hold a rally to mark the “liberation [of
Minsk from the Nazis on July*3, 1944] and solidarity.” Statkevich was arrested as
he was leaving his house on his way to the site on July 3. Police detained
approximately 30 activists at the site, including five observers from the human
rights group Vyasna,transported them to a local precinct, and released the majority
later in the day. Statkevich and at least three other activists remained in detention
overnight and'stood trial on July 4. A Minsk district court sentenced Statkevich to
a fine of 980wrubles ($490) for making calls to participate in an unauthorized
protest.on July 3.

Frem June through October, authorities fined, detained, or arrested more than 20
protesters at the site of the Stalinist-era execution site Kurapaty. The protesters
opposed the building and operation of a restaurant in close vicinity to the site.
While police repeatedly fined the majority of activists for purportedly violating
traffic regulations and participating in unauthorized demonstrations, a number of
protesters, including Belarusian Christian Democracy (BCD) party cochair Paval
Sevyarynets, European Belarus campaign activist Maksim Vinyarski, and
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filmmaker Alyaksei Tourovich were sentenced to up to 10 days of administrative
detention.

Freedom of Association

All NGOs, political parties, and trade unions must receive Ministry of Justice
approval to become registered. A government commission reviews and approves
all registration applications; it based its decisions largely on political and
ideological compatibility with official views and practices.

Actual registration procedures required applicants to provide the number and
names of founders, along with a physical address in a nonresidential building for
an office, an extraordinary burden in view of the tight financialstraits of most
NGOs and individual property owners’ fears of renting space\to’independent
groups. Individuals listed as members were vulnerable to,reprisal. The
government’s refusal to rent office space to unregistered-erganizations and the
expense of renting private space reportedly forced mest organizations to use
residential addresses, which authorities could then_use as a reason to deny
registration or to deregister them. The law criminalizes activities conducted on
behalf of unregistered groups and subjects group members to penalties ranging
from large fines to two years’ imprisonment (also see section 7.a.).

The law on public associations prohibits NGOs from keeping funds for local
activities at foreign financial institutions. The law also prohibits NGOs from
facilitating provision of any stipport or benefits from foreign states to civil servants
based on their political or yeligious views or ethnicity, a provision widely believed
to be aimed at the Polish,minority.

Only registered NGOs may legally accept foreign grants and technical aid and only
for a limited set of<approved activities. NGOs must receive approval from the
Department for Humanitarian Affairs of the Presidential Administration and the
Ministry.ofithe Economy for technical aid before they may accept such funds or
registet_the grants.

The government continued to deny registration to some NGOs and political parties
on a variety of pretexts, including “technical” problems with applications.
Authorities frequently harassed and intimidated founding members of
organizations in an effort to force them to abandon their membership and thus
deprive their groups of the number of petitioners necessary for registration. Many
groups had been denied registration on multiple occasions.
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On March 21, Minsk city authorities registered an educational NGO called “Out
Loud.” This was the group’s ninth registration application under its previous
name, “Make Out,” which the government requested it change before granting
registration. The NGO focused on advancing the human rights of lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and intersex (LGBTI) persons and countering discrimination
and violence against them.

On April 6, the BCD reported that the Ministry of Justice denied its seventh
registration application. The ministry said the BCD had failed to include\phone
numbers of some of its members and had incorrectly listed the birth,dates of two
party founders in its application documents. The party submitted-the ‘application
on January 22, and the ministry decided to suspend the registration’ process and
seek additional documents on February 23. The Supreme Court upheld the
ministry’s denial on May 25.

c. Freedom of Religion

See the Department of State’s International Religious Freedom Report at
www.state.gov/religiousfreedomreport/.

d. Freedom of Movement

The law provides for freedom.af.internal movement, foreign travel, emigration,
and repatriation, but the goverament at times restricted the right of citizens, former
political prisoners in particalar, to foreign travel. The government cooperated with
the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and other
humanitarian organizations in providing protection and assistance to refugees,
returning refugees,yasylum seekers, stateless persons, and other persons of concern.

In-countrysMovement: Passports serve as a form of identity and authorities
requirechthem for permanent housing, work, and hotel registration. Police
continued to harass selectively individuals who lived at a location other than their
legakplace of residence as indicated by mandatory stamps in their passports.

The law also requires persons who travel to areas within 15 miles of the border
(aside from authorized crossing points) to obtain an entrance pass.

Foreign Travel: The government’s database of persons banned from traveling
abroad contained the names of individuals who possessed state secrets, faced
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criminal prosecution or civil suits, or had outstanding financial obligations.
Authorities informed some persons by letter that their names were in the database;
others learned only at border crossings. The Ministry of Internal Affairs and
security agencies, border and customs services, and financial investigation
departments have a right to place persons on “preventive” surveillance lists.

The Ministry of Internal Affairs is also required to track citizens working abroad;
and employment agencies must report individuals who do not return from alread
as scheduled.

Exile: The law does not allow forced exile, but sources asserted thatisecurity
forces continued to threaten some opposition members with bodiky harm or
prosecution if they did not leave the country, and many werenself-imposed exile.

Many university students who were expelled or believed-they were under the threat
of expulsion for their political activities opted for self<imposed exile and continued
their studies abroad.

Protection of Refugees

Access to Asylum: The law provides for, granting asylum or refugee status, and
complementary and temporary proteetion to foreign citizens and stateless persons,
with some exceptions. The government has established a procedure for
determining refugee status andha.system for providing protection to refugees. The
law provides for protection against refoulement granted to foreigners who are
denied refugee status or temporary protection but cannot be returned to their
countries of origin.

All foreigners except Russians have the right to apply for asylum. According to
the terms of the Union Treaty with Russia, Russians may legally settle and obtain
residence permits in the country based on their Russian citizenship. Overall, as of
Octoberd jimmigration authorities accepted 463 applications for asylum compared
with-596'in 2016, including from 359 Ukrainians, 10 Syrians, eight Afghans, and
12-Pakistanis.

In addition to refugee status, the country’s asylum law provides for complementary
protection in the form of temporary residence. In the period January-September,
364 foreigners were granted complementary protection (333 Ukrainians, 14
Syrians, six Yemenis, seven Afghans, one Georgian, and three Egyptians).

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2018
United States Department of State « Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor



BELARUS 24

Freedom of Movement: Asylum seekers have freedom of movement within the
country but must reside in the region where they filed their applications for refugee
status and in a place known to authorities while their applications are being
considered, including during appeals. Authorities reportedly often encouraged
asylum seekers to settle in rural areas; however, the majority settled in cities and
towns. Change of residence was possible with a notification to authorities.
Authorities issue registered asylum seekers certificates that serve as documents 4o
confirm their status of asylum-seekers and identity and protect them from
expulsion. In accordance with the law, they also must register with local
authorities at their place of residence.

Durable Solutions: Adult asylum seekers have to pay for highereducation as well
as for nonemergency medical services while minors receive education and medical
services free of charge. Free legal assistance, housing, andJanguage training are
not available to either asylum seekers or refugees.

Temporary Protection: Although the government mayprovide temporary
protection (for up to one year) to individuals whoumay not qualify as refugees, it
did not do so during the year.

Stateless Persons

As of July 1, the Ministry of the Interior and UNHCR listed 6,618 stateless persons
in the country; all had permanent.residence, according to authorities.

Permanently resident stateless persons held residence permits and were treated
comparably to citizens in terms of access to employment, with the exception of a
limited number of positions in the public sector and law enforcement that were
available only to(citizens. There were reports that stateless persons occasionally
faced discrimination in employment, since authorities often encouraged them to
settle in rokal.areas where the range of employment opportunities was limited.
Accordimg)to UNHCR stateless persons could freely change their region of
residerce.

There is a path towards citizenship for this stateless population. The main
requirement is at least seven years’ permanent residence. Authorities have a
procedure for expedited naturalization but mostly for individuals born or
permanently residing in the country prior to the collapse of the Soviet Union,
ethnic Belarusians, their spouses, and descendants. If a child is born into a family
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of stateless persons permanently residing in the country, the child is entitled to
Belarusian citizenship.

Section 3. Freedom to Participate in the Political Process

The law provides citizens the ability to choose their government in free and fair
periodic elections held by secret ballot and based on universal and equal suffrage;
but the government consistently denied citizens this ability by not conducting
elections according to international standards.

Since his election in 1994 to a four-year term as the country’s first president,
Lukashenka has steadily consolidated power in the executive brangh to dominate
all branches of government, effectively ending any separationof powers among the
branches. Flawed referendums in 1996 and 2004 amended-the constitution to
broaden his powers, extend his term in office, and remoye presidential term limits.
Subsequent elections, including the presidential elections-held in 2015 and
parliamentary elections held in 2016, continued to deny citizens the right to
express their will in an honest and transparent process including fair access to
media and to resources.

Elections and Political Participation

Recent Elections: According to independent local observation groups, the
February 18 local elections were.marred by numerous violations, including inflated
early and election day turnoutjmultiple voting, nontransparent home voting, and
nontransparent vote tabulation across the country. On February 19, the Central
Election Commission,(CGEC) reported official turnout of 77.05 percent.

Independent obsérvers noted that a number of opposition candidates were denied
registration for, far-fetched reasons and that the registration process was not open to
observers.\Jn.a number of cases, commissions removed independent observers
from poling stations for allegedly interfering with their work and banned them
fromwvideotaping or taking photos. Human rights monitors, independent observers,
and experts concluded that elections did not comply with international standards
and that authorities dismissed the majority of complaints filed by opposition
Candidates, their representatives, or independent observers.

Government authorities do not invite OSCE/ODIHR observers to local elections.
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The September 2016 parliamentary elections failed to meet international standards.
For the first time in 12 years, however, alternative voices were seated in
parliament. The elections were marred by a number of long-standing systemic
shortcomings, according to the OSCE/ODIHR, OSCE Parliamentary Assembly,
and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe international election
observation mission intermediate report. While the observer missions and the
international community welcomed visible efforts by authorities to make some
procedural improvements, a number of key long-standing recommendationsy, the
OSCE/ODIHR and Council of Europe Venice Commission remained unaddcessed.

The 2016 OSCE report found that the legal framework restricts political rights and
fundamental freedoms and was interpreted in an overly restrictivesmanner. While
there was an overall increase in the number of candidates, in¢luding from the
opposition, media coverage did not enable voters to make an'‘informed choice, and
the campaign lacked visibility. As in past years, only a pegligible number of
election commission members were appointed from gpposition nominees, which
undermined confidence in the commission’s independence. The early voting,
counting, and tabulation procedures continued to'be marred by a significant
number of procedural irregularities and a lack,of-transparency.

Local human rights groups Vyasna and‘the"BHC stated at a postelection press
conference that based on their observation the election fell short of international
standards and did not fully abide by, the country’s legislation. They especially
noted their concern regarding early voting procedures, the lack of transparency in
the vote-count process, and the.domination of election commissions by
progovernment organizations.

Political Parties and Rolitical Participation: Authorities routinely harassed and
impeded the activities of opposition political parties and activists. Some
opposition parties lacked legal status because authorities refused to register them,
and the government routinely interfered with the right to organize, run for election,
seek votes,and publicize views. The government allowed approximately half a
dozenargely inactive but officially registered pro-Lukashenka political parties to
operate freely.

During the year authorities fined and arrested opposition political parties’ leaders

for violating the Law on Mass Events and participating in numerous unauthorized
demonstrations. The law allows authorities to suspend parties for six months after
one warning and close them after two. Members of parties that authorities refused
to register, such as the Belarusian Christian Democracy Party, continued to be
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subjected to harassment and arbitrary checks. The law also prohibits political
parties from receiving support from abroad and requires all political groups and
coalitions to register with the Ministry of Justice.

Authorities continued to limit activities of the unrecognized Union of Poles of
Belarus and harass its members.

Participation of Women and Minorities: No laws limit participation of women_or
minorities in the political process but patriarchal social attitudes disfavored
women’s efforts to achieve positions of power.

Section 4. Corruption and Lack of Transparency in Government

The law provides criminal penalties for official corruption,.andthe government
regularly prosecuted officials alleged to be corrupt; howeyer, reports indicated that
some officials continued to engage in corrupt practices*with impunity. The World
Bank’s Worldwide Governance Indicators reflected that corruption was a serious
problem in the country.

In 2016 the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO) released a summary of
the interim compliance report that stated\the government partially implemented
only one of the 20 recommendationssmade by the Council of Europe’s
anticorruption monitoring body in“dune 2015. GRECO noted the “lack of an
evidence-based comprehensive strategy and a plan of action for the fight against
corruption, and of a mechanism that does not only involve the law enforcement
agencies to monitor its implementation independently, comprehensively and
objectively.” In its annual report released in May, GRECO stated that the
government’s implementation of the group’s recommendations was
“unsatisfactory.”

Individuals dismissed for lower-level corruption face a five-year ban on public-
service.employment, while those found to have committed more serious abuses are
banpediindefinitely from government employment. The law also allows seizure of
preperty worth more than 25 percent of a public servant’s yearly income for those
found guilty of corrupt practices. The law provides for public monitoring of the
government’s anticorruption efforts.

Corruption: According to official sources, most corruption cases involved
soliciting and accepting bribes, fraud, and abuse of power, although anecdotal
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evidence indicated such corruption usually did not occur as part of day-to-day
interaction between citizens and minor state officials.

The absence of independent judicial and law enforcement systems, the lack of
separation of powers, and a harried independent press largely barred from
Interaction with a nontransparent state bureaucracy made it virtually impossible to
gauge the scale of corruption or combat it effectively.

The Prosecutor General’s Office is responsible for organizing and coordinating
activities to combat corruption, including monitoring law enforcement eperations,
analyzing the efficacy of implemented measures, supervising engaged parties, and
drafting further legislation.

In June the Prosecutor General’s Office reported that from January to May
authorities investigated 1,107 corruption cases compareg-with’584 cases in the
same period in 2017. The most corrupt sectors were state‘administration and
procurement, the industrial sector, the constructionsindustry, health care, and
education.

There were numerous corruption prosecutions during the year, but prosecutions
remained selective, nontransparent, and“in some cases appeared politically
motivated, according to independentobservers and human rights advocates. For
example, the head of the KGB, Valery Vakulchyk, stated on October 5 that
approximately one hundred head.doctors from the regions and Minsk, officials of
the healthcare ministry, including a deputy minister, representatives of local
pharmaceutical productions, and owners of pharmacy businesses were investigated
for numerous accounts of corruption related to procurement of medicines and
equipment.

Financial Disclosure: Anticorruption laws require income and asset disclosure by
appointed‘and elected officials, their spouses, and members of households who
have reached legal age and continue to live with them in the same household.
According to the law, specialized anticorruption departments within the Prosecutor
General’s Office, the KGB, and the Internal Affairs Ministry monitor and verify
anticorruption practices, and the prosecutor general and all other prosecutors are
mandated to oversee the enforcement of anticorruption law. These declarations
were not available to the public. An exception applies to candidates running in
presidential, parliamentary, and municipal elections. There are administrative
sanctions and disciplinary penalties for noncompliance.
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Section 5. Governmental Attitude Regarding International and
Nongovernmental Investigation of Alleged Abuses of Human Rights

There were a number of active domestic human rights NGOs, although authorities
were often hostile to their efforts, restricted their activities, selectively cooperated
with them, and were not responsive to their views.

Two prominent human rights NGOs--the BHC and the Center for Legal
Transformations--operated as registered entities. The government refused te
register a number of others, placing them at risk under the criminal code that
criminalizes organizing or participating in any activity by an unregistered
organization. The law also prohibits persons from acting on behalf of unregistered
NGOs. Nonetheless, some unregistered NGOs, including Vyasna-and Legal
Assistance to the Population, continued to operate.

Authorities harassed both registered and unregisteredswman rights organizations.
They subjected them to frequent inspections and threats of deregistration,
reportedly monitored their correspondence and.telephone conversations, and
harassed family members of group leaders and'activists. The government ignored
reports issued by human rights NGOs and oaly met with registered groups. State-
run media rarely reported on human rights NGOs and their activities.

During the year the BHC’s bank_ accounts remained blocked due to long-standing
tax arrears related to foreign funding in the early 2000s, but the government
allowed the committee to operate without other interference.

Authorities were reluctant to engage on human rights problems with international
human rights NGOs er other human rights officials, and international NGO
representatives often’had difficulty gaining admission to the country. Authorities
routinely ignored local and international groups’ recommendations on improving
human rights.n the country and requests to stop harassing the human rights
community:

Aduthorities may close an NGO after issuing only one warning that it violated the
faw. The most common pretexts prompting a warning or closure were failure to
obtain a legal address and technical discrepancies in application documents. The
law allows authorities to close an NGO for accepting what it considered illegal
forms of foreign assistance and permits the Ministry of Justice to monitor any
NGO activity and to review all NGO documents. NGOs also must submit detailed
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reports annually to the ministry regarding their activities, office locations, officers,
and total number of members.

The United Nations or Other International Bodies: On September 28, the UN
Human Rights Council appointed Anais Marin as the new Special Rapporteur on
Belarus. On October 1, Belarusian MFA Spokesperson Anatoli Hlaz stated that
the government continued to speak against “the politicized” mandate of the
rapporteur and did not recognize it. The previous rapporteur, Miklos Harasztiy
whose mandate expired on October 31, published his final report at the 73rd
session of the UNGA’s Third Committee on October 24, noting that the human
rights record in Belarus had not improved in his six-year tenure. In.a.response, a
Belarusian diplomat, Counsellor Ina Vasileuskaya, called the report'and Haraszti’s
speech “a farce.”

Government Human Rights Bodies: The government toek minor steps to
implement the Human Rights Action Plan adopted in2016 to outline, in the
government’s words, “main activities for us to implement our international
obligations” on human rights. In addition to holding various conferences and
seminars jointly with UN organizations, the government ratified the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2016. While independent human rights
groups, including the human rights center Vyasna and the BHC, welcomed the
plan’s adoption, they also noted that therdocuments lack specific target goals or
results assessment mechanisms. _Civil society groups noted that the government
failed to include any of the concrete suggestions they recommended during
drafting that they believed would have made the plan more substantial.

A standing commissiQn'on human rights in the lower chamber of parliament was
ineffective.

Section 6. Discrimination, Societal Abuses, and Trafficking in Persons
Women

Rape and Domestic Violence: The law criminalizes rape in general but does not
inelude separate provisions on marital rape. Rape was a problem. According to

the Ministry of Internal Affairs, there were 184 registered cases of rape or
attempted rape in 2017.

Domestic violence was a significant problem, and the government took measures
to prevent it during the year. The government issued protective orders mandating
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the separation of victims and abusers and provided temporary accommodations for
the duration of the orders. It also operated crisis rooms that provided limited
shelter and psychological and medical assistance to victims.

The law on crime prevention establishes a separate definition of domestic violence
and provides for implementation of protective orders, which are from three to 30
days in duration. The law requires authorities to provide victims and abusers with
temporary accommodation until the protective orders expire. In addition, the;eode
on administrative offenses prescribes a large fine or detention for up to 15 days for
battery, intended infliction of pain, and psychological or physical suffering
committed against a close family member.

On November 26, a senior representative of the Interior Minister, stated every third
person killed in the country was killed by a family member.and-that in January-
October the ministry identified 115 women as victims ofmurder and severe bodily
harm in crimes related to domestic violence, 41 of whomrdied. From January-
August authorities also issued approximately 5,500\protective orders, including
5,000 ordering perpetrators to move out of residences shared with their victims.

On April 25, authorities arrested a residenttef the city of VValozhyn on a charge of
beating his spouse to death. The familyjwith two minor children, lived in a
dormitory, and their neighbors told peliee the victim had complained of abuse and
domestic violence. According to.withesses and press reports, the victim sustained
at least 30 severe injuries. The,case was pending at year’s end.

Sexual Harassment: Sexual harassment reportedly was widespread, but no specific
laws, other than those against physical assault, address the problem.

Coercion in Population Control: Women with disabilities, as well as pregnant
women whose.children were diagnosed with potential disabilities in utero, reported
that some ‘doctors insisted they terminate their pregnancies.

Disckimination: The law provides for equal treatment of women with regard to
preperty ownership and inheritance, family law, equal pay for equal work
(although in practice women were often paid less), and in the judicial system, and
the law was generally respected.

Children
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Birth Registration: Citizenship is derived either by birth within the country or
from one’s parents. A child of a citizen is a citizen regardless of place of birth,
even if one parent is not a citizen. Births were generally registered immediately.

Child Abuse: Authorities intervened to prevent child abuse stemming from
domestic violence and identified families in vulnerable conditions, providing foster
care to children who could not remain with their immediate families while
preventive work was underway. Although the government increased prosecution
of child abusers, its efforts to address the causes of child abuse were inadequate.
The government instituted a 2017-21 comprehensive national plan to improve
childcare and the protection of children’s rights, including for victimis of child
abuse, domestic violence, and commercial sexual exploitation, and acknowledged
a lack of funding and inefficiency in executing certain protective measures.

With assistance from NGOs that promote children’s rights, authorities extensively
employed procedures for on-the-record, one-time interwiewing of child abuse
victims in the framework of investigations or criminal-cases at specialized facilities
under the direct supervision of psychologists. Courts used recorded testimony to
avoid repeatedly summoning child abuse victims/for hearings. More experienced
judges with expertise in developmental psychology, psychiatry, and education
generally heard cases that affected the rights and legitimate interests of minors.
The government failed to resume operations of a national hotline for assisting
children despite various NGOs’ requests to support the hotline.

A UNICEF report, released inNMarch, registered children’s and parents’ low
awareness of existing types of violence against children; limited capacity of
professionals to identifyy, register, report, and address incidents of violence, and
weak collaboration on Violence prevention and response among professionals. In
addition, the reportyfound an inadequate monitoring system that operated only with
data on investigated crimes against children and cases of child separation because
of identifiedwiolence in the home.

As of January the Ministry of Education ran 138 social-educational centers
nationwide for minor victims of any type of violence or minors finding themselves
invulnerable and dangerous conditions. General health-care institutions provided
a wide range of medical aid to child abuse victims free of charge.

According to the UNICEF study, two-thirds of professionals reported they had
never had training on violence against children. One-third of professionals said
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that specialists working with children often ignored or concealed facts of violence
In their institutions.

Rape or sexual assault of a person known to be a minor is punishable by up to 15
years’ imprisonment. Sexual acts between a person older than 18 and a person
known to be younger than 16 carry penalties of up to five years imprisonment.

Early and Forced Marriage: The legal minimum age of marriage for both boys.and
girls is 18, although girls as young as 14 may marry with parental consent, “There
were reports of early marriage in which girls as young as 14 and boys as yeung as
16 married with parental consent.

Sexual Exploitation of Children: The minimum age for consensual sex is 16.
Prostitution of children was a problem, and the government.took some steps to
address it. From January through October, the Internal Affairs Ministry
investigated 63 cases of the production and distributiemof'child pornography and
identified 25 minors as victims. The law provides penalties of up to 13 years in
prison for production or distribution of pornographic materials depicting a minor.
The law generally was enforced. The law, however, failed to criminalize all forms
of child sex trafficking by requiring a demonstration of force, fraud, or coercion to
constitute a child sex trafficking offense:

Institutionalized Children: There Was no system for monitoring child abuse in
orphanages or other specialized institutions. Authorities did not publicly report on
any child abuse incidents in institutions. There were allegations of abuse in foster
families. The government.Opened or continued investigations into some of these
cases.

The UNICEF study.reported that more than two in five children at residential care
institutions were‘exposed to either psychical or psychological violence.
Approximately one in four children participating in the survey reported exposure to
physicalhvielence at institutions. The children living in institutions appeared
significantly more vulnerable compared to children living in families: they had
twa to three times higher exposure to violence than children from secondary
schools. Children from special closed-type educational institutions and
penitentiary institutions reported greater exposure to violence both at home and in
the institutions.

International Child Abductions: The country is a party to the 1980 Hague
Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction. See the
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Department of State’s Annual Report on International Parental Child Abduction at
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/International-Parental-Child-
Abduction/for-providers/legal-reports-and-data.html.

Anti-Semitism

The Jewish community estimated that between 30,000 and 40,000 Jews lived incthe
country.

Anti-Semitic incidents continued. Jewish community and civil society@ctivists
expressed concern regarding pan-Slavic nationalism professed by seme'extremist
groups. Neo-Nazis, such as the Russian National Unity group, and supporters of
similar groups were widely believed to be behind anti-Semitic-incidents across the
country. Anti-Semitic and xenophobic newspapers, literature, digital video discs,
and videotapes, frequently imported from Russia, were widely available. The
government did not promote antibias and tolerance edueation.

Media continued to report that many Holocaust-memorials built in Soviet times
and more recently do not acknowledge Jewish victims. The Jewish community
continued to work with local authorities toferect new monuments that specifically
commemorate Jewish victims.

During the year authorities convicted'a number of offenders who reportedly
associated themselves with nee-Nazis or skinhead movements for inciting ethnic
and religious hatred against Jews, among others. On February 27, a court in the
Vitsyebsk region sentenced a resident in Navapolatsk to three years in prison for
posting racist videos en'social media. In a similar case, authorities convicted an
individual from the Baranavichy district of posting videos with anti-Semitic
content and senténged him to a year and a month in jail on April 18.

Traffickingun Persons

See the Department of State’s Trafficking in Persons Report at
WwWIL State.gov/j/tip/ris/tiprpt/.

Persons with Disabilities

The law does not specifically prohibit discrimination against persons with physical,
sensory, intellectual, or mental disabilities, and discrimination was common.
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The law mandates that transport, residences, and businesses be accessible to
persons with disabilities, but few public areas were wheelchair accessible or
accessible for hearing and vision-impaired persons. The National Association of
Disabled Wheelchair Users estimated that more than 90 percent of persons with
physical disabilities were unable to leave their places of residence without
assistance and stated their residences were not suitable to accommodate persons
with physical disabilities. While authorities claimed that 30 percent of the
country’s total infrastructure was accessible, disability rights organizations
considered this figure inflated, although the situation slightly improved during the
year.

The country’s lack of independent living opportunities left many-persons with
disabilities no choice but to live in state-run institutions. Approximately 80 such
Institutions across the country housed more than 19,000 persons. Disability rights
organizations reported that the quality of care in these facilities was low, and
instances of fundamental human rights violations, harassment, mistreatment, and
other abuse were reported. Authorities frequently placed persons with physical
and mental disabilities in the same facilities and.did not provide either group with
specialized care.

Public transportation was free to persons,with disabilities, but the majority of
subway stations in Minsk and the bus,system were not wheelchair accessible. In
September 2017 experts of the ACT. NGO released a monitoring report indicating
that 3.3 percent of all educationalunstitutions across the country were accessible to
persons with disabilities, including with vision and hearing disabilities, and most of
these facilities were recently constructed.

Disability rights organizations reported difficulty organizing advocacy activities
due to impediments,to freedom of assembly, censorship, and the government’s
unwillingngss‘to‘register assistance projects (see section 2.b.).

Personswith disabilities, especially those with vision and hearing disabilities, often
encountered problems with access to courts and obtaining court interpreters.
Wemen with disabilities often faced discrimination, and there were reports of
authorities attempting to take children away from families in which parents had
disabilities, claiming that they would not appropriately care for their children.
Women with disabilities, as well as pregnant women whose children were
diagnosed with potential disabilities in utero, reported that some doctors insisted
they terminate their pregnancies.
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National/Racial/Ethnic Minorities

Governmental and societal discrimination against Roma persisted. According to
leaders of the Romani communities, security and law enforcement agencies
arbitrarily detained, investigated, and harassed Roma, including by forced
fingerprinting, mistreatment in detention, and ethnic insults.

Authorities continued to harass the independent and unregistered Union of Pojes of
Belarus, while supporting a progovernment organization of a similar name.~On
November 19, independent media sources reported that authorities in Minsk
interrupted a concert, organized by the unregistered union to mark the 100th
anniversary of Poland’s regained independence. It was their fourth attempt to hold
the event after three denied requests to rent premises.

Official and societal discrimination continued against thescountry’s 7,000
(according to the 2009 census) to 60,000 (according to"Remani community
estimates) Roma. The Romani community continued-to experience
marginalization, various types of discrimination, high unemployment, low levels of
education, and lack of access to social services.Roma generally held citizenship,
but many lacked official identity documents.and refused to obtain them.

There were also expressions of hostilitystoward proponents of the national culture
that the government often identified with actors of the democratic opposition,
repeatedly labeled by the president as “the fifth column.” Because the government
viewed many proponents of the Belarusian language as political opponents,
authorities continued to harass academic and cultural groups that sought to
promote Belarusian andyroutinely rejected proposals to widen use of the language.

Acts of Violencg, Biscrimination, and Other Abuses Based on Sexual
Orientation.and Gender Identity

Consensual same-sex conduct between adults is not illegal, but discrimination
against.LGBTI persons was widespread, and harassment occurred. The law does
net,provide antidiscrimination protections to LGBTI individuals on the basis of
their sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or sex characteristics.
Societal discrimination against LGBTI activists persisted with the tacit support of
the regime. Police continued to mistreat LGBTI persons and refused to investigate
crimes against them.
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On June 29 and July 21, police disrupted parties organized by an LGBTI group at a
nightclub in Minsk and wrote down everyone’s names as well as their places of
employment or education. Officers reportedly claimed they received notices of
possible crimes, including drug trafficking and abuse of minors, at the club.

The government allows transgender persons to update their name and gender
marker on national identification documents, but these documents retain old
identification numbers that include a digit indicating the individual’s sex assigned
at birth. Transgender persons reportedly were refused jobs when potential
employers noted the “discrepancy” between the applicant’s identificationnatimber
and their gender marker. Banks also refused to open accounts for transgender
persons on the same grounds.

According to local media, on July 31 authorities refused a foreign LGBTI rights
activist entry to Belarus at the Minsk National Airport. Asrepresentative of the
border service told the media the decision was made imaccordance with a law that
says a foreigner can be denied entry if his or her presence in the country ran
counter to national security, public order, the protection of morality, public health,
or the rights and liberties of the citizens of Belatus and other persons. The LGBTI
organization Out Loud stated the activist planned to deliver a lecture in Minsk on
discrimination and street violence against migrants, nonwhite, and transgender
persons.

HIV and AIDS Social Stigma

Societal discrimination against persons with HIVV/AIDS remained a problem, and
the illness carried a heawy social stigma. The Joint UN Program on HIV/AIDS
noted there were numerous reports of HIV-infected individuals who faced
discrimination, eSpecially at workplaces and during job interviews. There were
also frequent reports of family discrimination against HIVV/AIDS-positive relatives,
including preventing HIV/AIDS-positive parents from seeing their children or
requiring, HIVV/AIDS-positive family members to use separate dishware.

The'government continued to broadcast and post public service advertisements
raising awareness concerning HIV/AIDS and calling for greater tolerance toward
persons infected with the virus.

Section 7. Worker Rights

a. Freedom of Association and the Right to Collective Bargaining
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Although the law provides for the rights of workers, except state security and
military personnel, to form and join independent unions and to strike, it places a
number of serious restrictions on the exercise of these rights. The law provides for
the right to organize and bargain collectively but does not protect against antiunion
discrimination. Workers who say they are fired for union activity have no explicit
right to reinstatement or to challenge their dismissal in court, according to
independent union activists.

The law provides for civil penalties in the form of fines for violations of the
freedom of assembly or collective bargaining, which, according to local worker
rights advocates, were not sufficient to deter violations. The government also did
not enforce these penalties.

The government severely restricted independent unions~I'he government-
controlled Federation of Trade Unions of Belarus is theylargest union federation,
claiming more than four million members. It largely-tesembled its Soviet
predecessors and served as a control mechanism and distributor of benefits. The
Belarusian Congress of Democratic Trade Unions (BCDTU), with four constituent
unions and approximately 10,600 members\of independent trade unions, was the
largest independent union umbrella organization, but tight government control over
registration requirements and public demonstrations made it difficult for the
congress to organize, expand, and ‘strike.

The government did not respeet freedom of association and collective bargaining.
Prohibitive registration reqairements that any new independent union have a large
membership and cooperation from the employer continued to present significant
obstacles to union formation. Trade unions may be deleted from the register by a
decision of the régistrar, without any court procedure. The registrar may remove a
trade union fromithe register if, following the issuance of a written warning to the
trade union stating that the organization violates legislation or its own statutes, the
violations are not eliminated within a month. Authorities continued to resist
attempts’by workers to leave the official union and join the independent one.

The legal requirements to conduct a strike are high. For example, strikes may only
be held three or more months after dispute resolution between the union and
employer has failed. The duration of the strike must be specified in advance.
Additionally, a minimum number of workers must continue to work during the
strike. Nevertheless, these requirements were largely irrelevant, since the unions
that represented almost all workers were under government control. Government
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authorities and managers of state-owned enterprises routinely interfered with union
activities and hindered workers’ efforts to bargain collectively, in some instances
arbitrarily suspending collective bargaining agreements. Management and local
authorities blocked worker attempts to organize strikes on many occasions by
declaring them illegal. Union members who participated in unauthorized public
demonstrations were subjected to arrest and detention. Due to a persistent
atmosphere of repression and the fear of imprisonment, few public demonstratiens
took place during the year.

The Law on Mass Events also seriously limited demonstrations, ralliespand other
public action, constraining the right of unions to organize and strike,{ No foreign
assistance may be offered to trade unions for holding seminars, meetings, strikes,
pickets, etc., or for “propaganda activities” aimed at their owtymembers, without
authorities’ permission. Authorities across the country continuously denied
applications for permission from independent trade unions to hold demonstrations
to highlight labor-related issues.

Government efforts to suppress independent unions’included frequent refusals to
extend employment contracts for members ofiindependent unions and refusals to
register independent unions. According tolBCDTU leader Aliaksandr Yarashuk,
no independent unions have been established since a 1999 decree requiring trade
unions to register with the government, “Authorities routinely fired workers who
were deemed “natural leaders” or.who involved themselves in NGOs or opposition
political activities.

On August 24, a Minsk district court convicted independent Radio and Electronics
Trade Union Chairman‘Genadz Fedynich and Chief Accountant Ihar Komlik for
allegedly evading taxes’in 2011 and sentenced the two to four years of house
arrest. The court also banned the trade unionists from holding any administrative
positions for fiveryears. Protesters outside the courthouse were detained while
protesting'the.trial. On November 9, the Minsk city court dismissed their appeal.
At the end)of the year the verdict was under appeal at a higher court.

The'government requires state employees, including employees of state-owned
enterprises, who constituted approximately 70 percent of the workforce, to sign
short-term work contracts. Although such contracts may have terms of up to five
years, most expired after one year, which gave the government the ability to fire
employees by declining to renew their contracts. Many members of independent
unions, political parties, and civil society groups lost their jobs because of this
practice. A government edict provides the possibility for employers to sign open-
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ended work contracts with an employee only after five years of good conduct and
performance by the employee.

Opposition political party members and democratic activists sometimes had
difficulty finding work due to government pressure on employers.

In 2014 the president issued Decree No. 5 On Strengthening the Requirements for
Managers and Employees of Organizations, which the authorities stated wasraimed
at rooting out “mismanagement,” strengthening discipline, and preventing, the
hiring of dishonest managers in new positions. Among other subjects uqder the
new decree, managers may reduce payment of employee bonuses (which often
comprised a large portion of salaries) and workers may be fired mere‘easily. An
independent trade union lawyer told the press that workers havesfewer rights under
the new law.

b. Prohibition of Forced or Compulsory Labor

The law prohibits all forms of forced or compulsery labor, but the government did
not effectively enforce its provisions.

Parents who have had their parental rights Stripped and are unemployed, or are
working but fail to compensate state ‘childcare facilities for the maintenance of
their children, are subject to forcethemployment by court order. Individuals who
refuse forced employment may. be/held criminally liable and face community
service or corrective labor fora period of up to two years, imprisonment for up to
three years, or other freedom restrictions, all involving compulsory labor and
garnishment of 70 percent of their wages to compensate expenses incurred by the
government.

In 2010 the government enforced procedures for placing individuals suffering from
chronic aleohol, drug or other substance abuse in so-called medical labor centers
when they have been found guilty of committing criminal violations while under
the influence of alcohol, narcotics and psychotropic, toxic or other intoxicating
substances. Such offenders may be held in these centers by court orders for 12 to
18-months. They are mandated to work and if they refuse, they may be placed in
solitary confinement for up to 10 days. In July 2017 the deputy head of the
Supreme Court, Valer Kalinkovich, justified operations of the medical labor
centers, saying there was no alternative for alcohol addicts who also “violated
rights of other people.”
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In January the government rescinded a 2015 presidential decree, On Preventing
Social Parasitism, which aimed to force individuals to find employment and
established a supplemental tax on persons who worked less than six months during
the year of up to 360 rubles ($180) annually, depending on how much they paid in
taxes when working. The decree would have applied to all permanent residents,
with senior pensioners, legal minors, persons with disabilities, and certain other
groups exempted.

Minsk authorities required officially registered unemployed individuals te_perform
paid community service two days a month from May to September andione day a
month from October to December and January to April. In addition they were
banned from receiving an unemployment benefit of up to 46 rubles ($24) a month,
depending on their length of unemployment, if they performead-less than 22
working days of community service during a year. Individualswith disabilities,
single parents and parents of three and more children, as-well as parents of children
with disabilities and under age 18 were exempt.

Regulations against forced labor were seldom enforced, and resources and
inspections dedicated to preventing forced and‘€Ceampulsory labor were minimal and
inadequate to deter violations. Penalties foxviolations included forfeiture of assets
and sentences of five to 15 years’ imprisonment. The government rarely identified
victims of trafficking, and prosecution|of those responsible for forced labor
remained minimal. Government efforts to prevent and eliminate forced labor in
the country did not improve.

The government continued‘the Soviet practice of “subbotniks,” (Saturday work)
that requires employees of government, state enterprises, and many private
businesses to work on some Saturdays and donate their earnings to finance
government social ‘and other projects. Employers and authorities intimidated and
fined some workers'who refused to participate. In some localities authorities
forced students and state companies’ employees to participate in harvesting in
September:October.

Prison labor practices amounted to forced labor. Former inmates stated that their
menthly wages were as low as three to four rubles ($1.5 to $2). Senior officials
with the General Prosecutor’s Office and the Interior Ministry stated in November
2015 that at least 97 percent of all work-capable inmates worked in prison as
required by law, excluding retirees and persons with disabilities, and that labor in
prison was important and useful for rehabilitation and reintegration of inmates.
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Also see the Department of State’s Trafficking in Persons Report at
www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/.

c. Prohibition of Child Labor and Minimum Age for Employment

The law prohibits the worst forms of child labor. The minimum age for
employment is 16, but children as young as 14 may conclude a labor contract with
the written consent of one parent or a legal guardian. The Prosecutor Generat?s
Office is responsible for enforcement of the law. Persons under age 18 are allowed
to work in nonhazardous jobs but are not allowed to work overtime, onpweekends,
or on government holidays. Work may not be harmful to children’s health or
hinder their education.

The government generally enforced these laws and penalties ¥anging from fines
and reprimands to 12 years’ imprisonment; these provisions were sufficient to
deter most violations. Child labor occurred in the agricultural sector.

d. Discrimination with Respect to Employment.and Occupation

The law prohibits discrimination based on taCe, gender, language, or social status.
These laws do not apply specifically to/employment or occupation. The
government did not effectively enfareg these laws or secure any effective penalties
to deter violations. Discriminatiominemployment and occupation occurred with
respect to ethnicity, gender, disability, language, sexual orientation and gender
identity and expression, and HIV-positive status (see section 6). In addition some
members of the Romani community complained that employers often
discriminated against.them and either refused to employ them or did not provide
fulltime jobs. The geyernment did not take any action during the year to prevent
or eliminate employment discrimination. Employment discrimination happened
across mosteconomic sectors and in both private and public workplaces.

The lawnreguiring equal pay for equal work was not regularly enforced, and the
minister/of labor and social welfare stated in 2016 that on average women were
paid\24 percent less than men.

Very few women were in the upper ranks of management or government, and most
women were concentrated in the lower-paid public sector. Although the law grants
women the right to three years of maternity leave with assurance of a job upon
return, employers often circumvented employment protections by using short-term
contracts, then refusing to renew a woman’s contract when she became pregnant.
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A government prohibition against workdays longer than seven hours for persons
with disabilities reportedly made companies reluctant to hire them. Local NGOs
reported that up to 85 percent of persons with disabilities were unemployed.
Authorities provided minimal welfare benefits for persons with disabilities, and
calculations of pensions did not consider disability status. Members of the
country’s Paralympic teams received half the salaries and prize money of athletes
without disabilities.

e. Acceptable Conditions of Work

As of October 1, the national minimum monthly wage was in exeess of the poverty
line.

The law establishes a standard workweek of 40 hours and,provides for at least one
24-hour rest period per week. The law provides for mandatory overtime and nine
days of holiday pay and restricts overtime to 10 hours.a week, with a maximum of
180 hours of overtime each year.

The law establishes minimum conditions for workplace safety and worker health,
but employers often ignored these standards. Workers at many heavy machinery
plants did not wear minimal safety gear» The state labor inspectorate lacked
authority to enforce employer compliance and often ignored violations. The
number of inspectors was insufficient to deter violations.

The Ministry of Labor and/Social Welfare was responsible for enforcement of
these laws. Informationyregarding resources, inspections, remediation, and
penalties was not available. The government reported that approximately 400,000
persons worked inthe informal economy. The law did not cover informal workers.

The LaborMinistry reported 70 persons killed at workplaces from January through
June.

Thelaw does not provide workers the right to remove themselves from situations
that endanger health or safety without jeopardy to their employment.

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2018
United States Department of State « Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor



